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to make representation to our
Federal members for the purpose
of granting equal rights for non-
Aborigines under the Aboriginal
grants scheme;

(3) To the Minister for Local Govern-
ment to increase the northern
margin on plant hire rates to the
Main Roads Department;

{(4) To the Minister for Works to
implement uniform power costs
throughout the State; and

(5) To the Minister for Lands and
Agriculture to make available
adequate compensation to stations
affected by develeping towns. I
refer particularly to Boodarie and
Pippingara stations in the Port
Hedland area.

There are problems and paradoxes evident
in many other fields in the northern area
of the State, and I refer particularly to
such things as water and sewerage, land
lease and purchase, tariffs, housing grants,
social services, gaols, the judiciary, com-
munications, and export facilities, to name
but a few., There are others, but I will
leave the matter there for the moment,
and conclude my remarks by offering my
thanks for the attention shown by members
to this my maiden speech. I would also like
to congratulate The Hon. Lyla Elliott for
the confident way she moved the Address-
in-Reply to His Excellency’'s Speech. I
support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. S. J. Dellar.
COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Assembly Personnel

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appoinited by that House.

House adjourned at 6.05 p.m.

Lenislatiue Assembly

Tuesday, the 20th July, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Toms) tock the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Appointment

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
{4.31 p.m.): I move—

That the member for Gascoyne (Mr.
Norton) be appointed Chairman of
Committees.

Question put and passed.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES

Appointment

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Toms): I wish to
inform the House that I have appointed
the member for Canning (Mr. Bateman),
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Williams),
and the member for Roe (Mr, W. G.
Young) to be Deputy Chairmen of Com-
mittees during the present session.

DARLING RANGE
Erection of Powerlines: Petition

MR. 1. D. THOMPSON (Darling Range)
[4.32 p.m.]: I wish to present & petition
addressed as follows:—

To the Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia, in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents, in
the State of Western Australia, do
herewith pray that Her Majesty’s
Government of Western Australia will
intervene and direct the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority and the
State Electricity Commission of W.A.
to NOT proceed with the proposed
erection of high veoltage power lines
across the foothills of the Darling
Range,

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition is signed by 5,371 people, and
I certify that it is in accordance with the
rules of the House.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

HELENA VALLEY AND
PIESSE BROOK

Consiruction of Pylons: Petition

MR. I. D. THOMPSON {(Darling Range)
[4.33 p.m.): I have a second petition ad-
dressed as follows:—

We, the undersighed wishing to
preserve the great natural beauty of
the Helena Valley and Piesse Brook,
which, if preserved will be of immense
value to all present and future citizens
of the Metropolitan Area, express the
strongest possible objection to the
construction of a 5 chain swathe with
140 foot high steel power trans-
mission pylons through these valleys,
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition bears 4,510 slgnatures, and I
certify that the petition is in accordance
with the rules of the House.

The SPEAKER: I direct that this peti-

tion also be brought to the Table of the
House.
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QUESTIONS (34): ON NOTICE
WHEAT QUOTAS
Entitlement

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) For what percentage of the year
must a new land farmer actually
reside on his property to qualify
for a full new land wheat guota
entitlement?

(2) If a farmer’s son has a property
in close proximity to the home
property and does not actually
reside on his own farm, does he
qualify for full quota rights?

(3) Will all new land farms which
do not have residential quarters
be automatically classed as farms
not receiving the full quota per-
centage?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Instructions to the Wheat Quota
Committee provide that the maxi-
mum percentage of base quota
available is to apply to all new
land farmers, other than applicants
whose main source of income 1s
derived from interests other than
farming—corporations or compan-
ies who have acquired land which
qualifies for a new land calculation
are specifically excluded from re-
ceiving above the minimum per-
centage of 54 per cent, of the base
quota applicable to that land.

(2) Yes.
(3) No.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME
Applications: Processing

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) How many applications for finan-
cial help under the rural recon-
struction scheme have been—

{a) recelved;

(b} approved;

(c) refused;

(d) referred hack to the appli-
cant for further particulars?

{2) What is the average time taken to
process each application?

Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) (a) 458 (to close of business on

15/7/71).

(b} 18 (to meeting held 12/7/71).
(¢) 49 (to meeting held 12/7/71).
(d) 7 (to meeting held 12/7/71).

(2) Four to six weeks.

3.

4,

MINERALS
Royaliies

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:

(1) What royalties from minerals
have been received by the West-
ern Australian Government for
cach of the years ended the 30th
June from 1960 to 1971 inclusive?

(2) What is the estimate of royalties
to accrue to the Western Austra-
lian Government for each of the
next ten years commencing the
1st July, 1971, based on known
contracts?

. T. D, EVANS replied:

(1) 1959/60 ..
19606/61 .
1961/62 .
1862/63 .
1963/64 .
1964/65 ..
1965/66 ..
1866/87 ..
1967/68 ..
1968/69 ..
1969/70 ..
1870/71 .. ... ... ... 22,347,195

(2} Estimates of royalties have not
been made for the next ten years.
Experience shows that sales ar-
rangements are constantly chang-
Ing so that estimates beyond one

year ahead do not give reliable
resulits.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Applications: Review

Mr. W. A, MANNING, to the Minister

for Agriculture:

(1) How many applications already
considered under the rural re-
construction scheme have been re-
Jected?

(2) Would there be any objection to
submitting those rejected to a
suitable voluntary committee with
a view to finding a solution to the
applicants’ problems?

Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) '114 have been considered of which—
18 have been approved.

7 deferred for further informa-
tion or for consultation with
creditors.

49 have been rejected.

(2) Rejected applicants should confer
with their own financial advisers.
A voluntary committee could not
be given any authority to canfer
or negotiate with creditors or
;nor&:sgagees, nor to commit public
unds.

-]
145,998
164,836
240,532
250,358
243,221
201,354
478,296

2,639,894
6,237,594
11,000,716
15,694,046
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RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Applications: Procedure

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Agriculture:

As the application form provided
under the rural reconstruction
scheme makes no provision for
the farmer who realises he must
sell his property, how can he ap-
ply for assistance and information
with a view to making a sale to
an applicant requesting assistance
to expand under clause B (i) to
(v)?
. H. D. EVANS replied:

The scheme visualises applications
to purchase other farms for farm
build-up coming from the pur-
chaser rather than the vendor.
The would-be vendor therefore
should search for a buyer who is
willing to apply to the reconstruc-
tlotn authority for help te buy him
out.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Uniform Charges
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
for Electricity:
Does he intend to proceed with
the announced plan of the pre-
vious Government to make coun-
try charges for electricity the
same as the metropolitan area?
. JAMIESON replied:
It is the Government’'s intention
to introduce uniform charges

throughout the State Electricity
Commission system.

PAYROLL TAX
Ezemnption of Local Authorities
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Trea-
surer:
Will he exempt local government
authorities from pay roll tax in
any contemuplated legislation?
Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
In certaln circumstances, yes.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Report of Committee.

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Education:
Has he received a report from the
committee appointed to make
recommendations into agricultu-
ral education at all levels and, if
s0, will he make it available to
the House?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

No, the report has not vet been
printed. It will be tabled in the
House on completion.

9.

10.

11.
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EDUCATION
Third Year Drop-out Rate

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Education;

(1) What is the rate of "drop out" at
the end of the third . year of
secondary education compared
with the total number completing
that year?

Does he know the comparative
rates in the other States, and, if so,
would he supply them?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The retention rate from the end
of the third year to the fourth
year in Government schools is 43
per cent.

Comparable figures are not avalil-
able owing to differences in educa-
tion systems in other States,

2)

L

(2)

EDUCATION
Boarding-away-from-home Allowance
Mr, LEWIS, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) How many applications have been
made to date for assistance,
subject to a means test, towards
the cost of boarding away of
secondary stugdents?

How many of these were assisted?
What was the tofal cost?
. J, T. TONKIN replied:
172.
84.
$12,791,

(2)
Q)

(1)
(2)
&}

KATANNING RAILWAY
BARRACKS
Shifting to Queirading
Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Railways:
(1) When were the railway barracks
at Katanning bulit?
(2) Is it proposed to shift these bar-
racks from Katanning to Qualra-
ding?
If 50, when?
How much will it cost to—
(a) pull down:
(b) transport:
(¢) re-erect to
- stage,
these buildings?
Is he aware that this move is
vehemently opposed by the
Quairading Shire Council and
other alternatives have been sug-
gested by the Shire Council, the
Member for Avon and the Railway
Department?

3)
4

the completed

(5}
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If the answer to (2) is "Yes” and
seeing Council will not approve of
the structure, under what section
of the Local Government Act
does the Rallway Department
intend to override the Shire

Council in the erecting of this

building?

Has he considered—

(a) converting the existing station
master’s house situated in the
railway yards at Quairading
and adjacent to the station,
to a harracks and the building
in another area of a new
station master's house;

(b) the shifting of a railway house
from another town for the
use of the station master; or

{¢) the building of a new modern
bharracks?

If the answer to (T is “Yes”
what were the relative estimates?

By shifting the barracks from
Katanning to Quairading does this
make the proposition look financi-
ally attractive in snite of costs,
as these can be debited to day-to-
day costs, whereas a new building
would have to come from loan
funds?

Has the possibility of a sale of
the Katanning barracks in situ
ever been explored?

Will he reconsider the matter in
the light of the wishes of the
Quairading Shire Council and
those of the Member for Avon?

. BERTRAM replied:

Pacilities were first provided at
Katanning in 1914 and have been
extended on a number of occas-
ions since.

The proposal is to transfer part of
the existing facilities, namely six
cabins and an amenities building
(constructed in 1963), from Katan-
ning and provide a new canopy
roof.

As soon as practicable.

(a) $260.

(b) $900.

(¢) $5,315.

Yes, except that the Railway
Department has not sugsgested
alternatives, but has given con-
sideration to alternatives—see ans-
wer to question (7).

Railway buildings are constructed
under the authority of section 99
subsection (1) paragraph (h) of
the Public Works Act.

(a) Yes.

(b} No.

(¢) Yes.

12.

13.

14,

(8) (a) $14,500.
(b) Not applicable.
(¢) Estimated $25,000.
(9) Yes.
{10) No,

(11) The whole matter has been
thoroughly examined and, bearing
in mind the cost of alternative
measures, any departure from the
E;esent broposal cannot be agreed

MORATORIUM MARCH
Participation: Number

Mr, MENSAROS, to the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Police:
Was an estimate made by the
Police Department of the number
of people taking part in the so-
called “moratorium march” in
Perth on the 30th June, 1971, and,
if so, what is the estimate?

Mr. MAY replied:

Yes, the estimated number was
between 5,000 and 6,000.

MORATORIUM MARCH
Participation: Studenis

Mr. MENSAROQS, to the Minister for
Education:

Am I correct to assume that his
decision, as reported in the press,
to allow students in senior forms
to partake in a street demonstra-
tion known as the *“moratorium
march” on the 30th June, 1971,
was not taken on the advice of
senior public servants in the
Educsation Department?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
The arrangement made was to give
an assurance that students who
had their parents’ permission to
participate in the ‘''moratorium
march”, and did so, would not be
puhished.
It was not considered necessary to
seek the advice of senior public
servants on a matter of this
nature.

Mr. O'Connor: They were punished by
their missing o half day at school.

MORATORIUM MARCH
Participation: Students and Teachers

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Has the swrvey by the Education
Depariment, referred to {n his
letter to the editor in The West
Australian of the Tth July, shown
how many students and how many
teachers were absent from school
on the 30th June, 1971, for the
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purpose of taking part in public
demonstrations known as the
“moratorium march’?

Has this survey shown how many
of the participant students nro-
duced written permission from
their parents?

If answer(s) to (1) and/or (2) is
“Yes” would he inform the House
of these particulars?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

A survey of most metropolitan
schools indicated that the number
of students absent differed very
little from other schocl days. An
actual record of absences was not
compiled.

29 teachers have submitted appli-
cations for leave.

No. Most principals insisted upon
written permission being available
on the day of the march. In a
number of cases parental permis-
sion was given subsequently to the
march.

(3> Answered in (1) and (2).

(2}

3

Mr,
)

)

BERNARD KENNETH GOULDHAM
Compensation

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Attorney

General:
In view of his past statements on
the matter of compensation in
the case of Bernard Kenneth
Gouldham, can he say how much
compensation has been paid by
the present Government to Mr.
Gouldham?

. BERTRAM replied:

This matter is currently under
consideration,

ELECTORAL
Digtricts and Quolas

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Attorney

General:

(1) Has he received a report from

the Chief Electoral Officer pur-

suant to paragraph (b) of subsec-
tion (2) of section 12 of the Elec-

toral Districts Act 1947-1965?

If “Yes"'—

(a) What is the quota referred
to in paragraph (b) subsec-
tion (2) of the said Act—
(i)} for the metropolitan area;
(ii) for the agricultural, min-

ing and pastoral areas?

(h) What are the numbers of elec-
toral districts to be allotted
to each of the two areas men-
tioned in (i) and (ii)?

{c) Has the Proclamation referred
to in subsection (2) section
12 of the said Act been made?

2)

17,
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Mr. BERTRAM replied:
{1) Yes.
(2) Calculated by the Chief Electoral
Officer on the number of electors
on the rolls first mentioned in sub-
section (2) of section 12 of the
Electoral Districts Act, 1947-1865-—
(a) (i) Metropolitan area—
15,143
(ii) Agricultural, Mining and
Pastoral area—?7,302.

(b} Metropolitan area—23 elec-
toral districts.
Agricultural, Mining and Pas-
toral area—24 electoral dis-
tricts.

(c) No.

EDUCATION
Upgreding in Country, Boarding
Allawance, and Hostels
Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What steps is the Government
taking to upgrade the standard
of education in country districts?
When will the living-away-from-
home allowance for country child-
ren be increased?

Does the Government plan to
huild more hostels for the present
five year high schools; if so, when,
and where?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

The Government, will progressively
upgrade all forms of education.
Significant changes will be—

Boarding allowances will be in-
creased.

Major building extensions are
included in the provisional
Loan Fund programme.

Junior High Schools will be es-
tablished in 1972 at Meeka-
tharra and Newman.

Senior High Schools will be es-
tablished in 1972 at Carnarvon
and Port Hedland.

Junior High Schools will receive
the same hooks and materials
for the Achievement Certific-
ate as in secondary schools.

Nine Commonwealth libraries
are planned in country schools
during the 1972-74 triennium.

Further library issues and grants
will be available.

Bix Commonwealth sclence lab-
oratories will be built,

(2) The 1st January, 1972,

(3) A new hostel will be opened in 1872

at the Port Hedland Senior High
School,
The decision to build further hos-
tels in Senior High Schools or
extend existing hostels will be de-
pendent upon established needs.

2)

3)

Mr.
(1)
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POWER STATION

Establishment at Long Point

Mr.

RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Environmental Protection:

a

2}

New

Mr,

Referring to the recently reported

intention of the Government to

keep its options open for the siting
of a power station on Long Point,

Warnbro—

(1) Will he advise whether or not
this is related to the Govern-
ment's reported imminent
discussions with the Mitsu-
bishil group for building of a
power plant linked with &
petro-chemical industry?

(2) Will he clarify his Govern-
ment’s intentions for the
future use of Long Point, In-
cluding the State Electricity
Commission reserve  and
Warnbro Sound?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The announcement that the Gov-
ernment intends to keep its options
open regarding the Long Point
Power Station reservation was not
related to the discussions with the
Mitsubishi group.

There are 1800 acres of Crown
land at Long Point, Of this area
490 acres have been set aside for
Government requirements—State
Electricity Commission—as pub-
lished in the Government Gazette
of the 23rd May, 1969.

The Government has no immedi-
ate plans for the development of
the power station site or the un-
committed Crown land.

ABATTOIRS
Establishments and Extensions
COURT, to the Minister for Agri-

culture;

(1)

2)

&3

1)

(a) What progress has been made
in negotiating development of
the abattoirs site south of
the Kwinana/Mundijong rail-
way ahd announced by the
previous administration on the
9th February, 19712

(b) When is finality expected?

What is the position with the

proposed Katanning meatworks

and what financial and other
assistance has the Government
agreed to glve?

Are the extensions at Midland

abattoirs proceeding on schedule

to I:;e operative by September,

19717 .

. H. D. EVANS replied:

(a) and (b}

Representatives of the company
interested in the possible develop-
ment of an abattoir on this site

have advised that the company
does not wish to proceed at the
present time. No further action
is planned on the site until a flrm
proposal for development is re-
ceived,

(2) A proposal for & QGovernment
guarantee is currently being
examined by the Department of
Industrial Development.

(3) Yes.

20. GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVES

Singapore and Djekarta Offices
Mr. COURT, to the Premier:

When is it planned to open offices
for Western Australian Govern-
ment representatives in Singa-
pore and Djakarta?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied;
These proposals are being con-
sidered but no detailed plan has
as yet been evolved.

21, MORATORIUM MARCH
Participation. Premier
Mr. COURT, to the Premier;

(1) Did he as patron and leader of
the recent “moratorium parade”
agree to—

(a) North Vietnam and/or Viet
Cong flags being carried in the
parade; and,

(b) chanis or other methods of
expressing “victory to the Viet
Cong"” by some of the partiel-
pants in the parade he was
patronising and leading?

(2) If he did not agree to (1) (a) and
(b) has he taken any action to
register his protest officially with
the moratorium movement officials
to what took place and in what
form and on what date did he
register his protest?

(3) If he registered an official protest
what has been the result of such
protest?

SPEAKER'S RULING

The SPEAKER: In accordance with
Standing Order 106, supplemented by item
12, page 353 of May's Parliamentary Prac-
tice, 17th Edition, I have decided that
question 21 on today’s notice paper
standing in the name of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition 1s not a proper question
to ask of the Premier as it does not relate
to public affairs for which he is respons-
fble to Parliament.

Under the circumstances, it is not my
intention to call this question and it will
be struck from the notice paper.
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Mr. COURT: Could you, Sir, clarify for
the House as to when we can ask ques-
tions of this kind; because when I looked
at the instructions given to members for
the asking of questions I came to the con-
clusion that this was & proper question to
ask, because the Premier became involved
in this In an official capacity when he gave
permission as Minister for Education for
school children to participate in this par-
ticular parade?

I know that on the surface it might
appear that this is a matter for the Prem-
ier's personal decision as distinet from his
position as Premier and Minister for Edu-
cation—particularly if one does not read
this in conjunction with that aspeet and
if one were to accept, as I do not necessar-
ily do, that it was a personal matter. The
fact is that the Premier gave permission
for the school children to march.

The SPEAKER: I have already quoted
Standing Order 106. It is quite definite
that the matter ralsed by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in this question
does not in any way say anything about
children having a half holiday. It deals
with the question of the Premier being the
patron of the moratorlum, and his actions
in that connection are, I believe, his own
personal business. The question is framed
in such a manner that I have no hesitation
in having it struck off.

Mr. COURT': Mr. Speaker, if this ques-
tion had been reframed on the basis of re-
lating it to the participation in the march
by school children, which was authorised
by the Premier in his capacity as Minister
for Education, would the question then be
permitted?

The SPEAKER: That matter has already
been dealt with in a previous guestion re-
lating to school children.

22. IRON ORE
Temporary Reserves: Tenure

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many temporary reserves for
iron ore were regarded as being
in existence In Western Australia
on the 25th June, 1971 and the
officlal status of each reserve on
that date, in respect of—
(a) the officlal number of each

reserve;

the name and address of the

applicant and occupier;

the date of application for

the reserve by the occupler;

(b}

(c)

(d) the date of approval of the
application;

(e) the date on which the
gccupier’s tenure began:

(f) the terminating date of
tenure; :

{g) detalls of any renewals
granted;

23.
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{4)
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(h) detalls of any application for
transfer or assignment re-
celved and the decision made
on such applications?

What were the official conditions

of occupancy conveyed to each of

these temporary reserve holders—

(a) in respect of original tempo-
rary reserves:

(b} in respect of any extensions,
renewals, or replacement of
temporary reserves?

Does he consider a temporary
reserve to be a saleable property
tand if so on what conditions) or
only an opportunity to prospect
for specified minerals, with rights
to negotiate with the Government
conditions for development of any
payable deposits discovered?

Would he also table a map (or

maps) showing the temporary

reserves covered by these questions?

MAY replied:

fa) to (h). Apart from one or
two cancellations of reserves no
longer required, the number of
reserves in existence and the
status of such reserves at the 25th
June, 1971, is no different from
the position obtaining on the 20th
February, 1971.

Answered by (1),

Primarily a temporary reserve is
for the purpose of prospecting for
specified minerals with rights to
negotiate with the Government.
However, the rights of oeccupancy
may be transferred for some valu-
able consideration but the condi-
tions of such transfer are subject
to my approval.

Plans showing temporary reserves
for iron ore are tabled herewith.

The plans were tabled.

IRON ORE

Temporary Reserves: Hancock and

Mr.

(1>

(2)

Wright
COURT, to the Minister for Mines:
What specific condltions will apply
to the new rights of occupancy
which the Government has sald
it will grant to holders of expired
rights over iron ore temporary
reserves numbered 4326, 5003,
5004, 5006, 4192, 4193, 4266, 4267,
4737, 4881, 4882, 4883, 4884, and
41947
(a) Why were these areas given
preferred treatment over other
iron gre temporary reserves—
expired or otherwlse?
(b) Why was it necessary to deal
with these areas differently to
other areas and thus give them
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an apparent advantage over
others when the interests of
the region would have been
best served by a declaration
of intention for all areas?
When will the Government declare
its intentions and conditions in
respect of remalning iron ore
areas other than temporary
reserves numbered 4326, 5003, 5004,
5006, 4192, 4193, 4266, 4267, 4737,
4881, 4882, 4883, 4884, and 4194?
(a) Is it proposed to postpone all
development negotiations for
the temporary reserves listed
in (1> until other allocations
and conditions have been
decided and the appropriate
parties have reasonable oppor-
tunity to negotiate develop-
ment simultaneously?
If not, why the preferment in
the case of areas listed in (1)?
Has the Government a clear
understanding with Hancock
and Wright that they have no
claims directly or indirectly in
areas other than those listed
in (1)?
If not, what is the Govern-
ment's understanding of the
position?

)

(a)

(b)

. MAY replied:

Specific conditions have yet to be
finalised.

(a) and (b). The areas were nog
given preferred treatment but
were dealt with first because the
previous Government had not
taken positive action in respect
of these areas even though it had
been aware for some time of
negotiations between interested
parties in respect of these par-
ticular areas.

As socon as practicable.

(a) No.

(b) Answered by 2(a) and (b).
(a) Yes.

(h) Answered by (8).
TRON ORE

Temporary Reserves: Hancock and

Wright
Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) On what grounds and conditions

(¢

did the Government promise to
transfer or agree 0 assignments
to Hancock and Wright of iron
ore temporary reserves numbered
43286, 5003, 5004, 5006, 4192, 4193,
4266, 4267, 4737, 4881, 4882, 4833,
4884, and 41947

If these transfers take place, will
they be exempt from the policy
presumably intended to prevent

25.

3
4)

(5)

(¢ D)

2)

(&)
(5}

or conirol trading in femporary
reserves as announced by the Hon.
Premier on the 7th July?

If they are exempt, why?

If not, in what way will the policy
be applied in respect of these
transiers?

In any case, for what reason has
the Government chosen to deal
through intermediaries in respect
of these reserves, rather than
direct with development com-
nanies?

., MAY replied:

New rights of occupancy would be

issued to the previously registered

holders with effect from the 1st

July, 1971, on new conditions to

be stipulated by the Government.

Assignment t{o Hancock and

Wright would take place only on

the following terms:—

(i) Proper application being made
to the Minister for Mines by
Hancock and Wright.

(ii) The consent of the previcusly
registered holders of the rights
of occupancy; and

(iii) Complete acceptance of the
Government’s conditions of
new rights of occupancy.

If these transfers take place be-

tween the previously registered

holders of the new rights of
occupancy and Hancock and

Wright, they will be subject to

conditions acceptable to the Gov-

ernment.

and (4) Answered by (2).

The Government has not dealt

with Intermediaries in respect of

these reserves.

IRON ORE

Temporary Reserves: Reimbursement

Mr.

)

2)

to Original Holders

COURT, to the Premier:

In view of the confusion that
exists following conflicting state-
ments magde by the Government
in recent weeks in respect of iron
ore temporary reserves, will he
clarify if he is correctly reported,
and, if so, exactly what the Gov-
ernment means in the statement
on page 11 of The West Austra-
lian on the 8th July under the
heading “Rights can be sold—
Tonkin’'?

Would a transfer, resulting from
which the original applicant
and/or his assignee receive sub-
stantial private royalties, reim-
bursement of out-of-pockets, plus
a substantial capital summ and a
“garried ride” into a share of the
equity capital of the ultimate
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(8}

(2)

(&)
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development, be regarded as
“simply for the purpose of enabl-
ing the original occupant to make
money”?

What does the Government pro-
pose to approve as a fair reward
to original applicants and occu-
piers (and/or their approved as-
signees) by way of private
royalties and/or capital sums,
ete., as distinct from profit shar-
ing as bona fide capital partici-
pants in approved development?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

The report in The West Aus-
tralian of the Bth July, 1971 is
correct and makes 1t quite clear
that the transfer of occupancy
rights to temporary reserves for
iron ore may only be transferred
subject to conditions of which the
Minister for Mines approves.

No, provideg that:—

(a)} the Government expedited
and achieved beneficial de-
velopment of the Sfate’s
Tesources;

the Government recelved pay-
ment of royalties on ore pro-
duced at a rate considered to
be adequate according to the
economics of the project;
that contributions by develop-
ment companies towards in-
frastructure costs were at the
level required by the Govern-
ment.

This matter is at present under
consideration.

1))

{c)

FREE SCHOOL BOOKS

Limitation fo Primary Schools

Sir
(1)

2)

(3

(1
(2)

DAVID BRAND, to the Premier:

As in his policy speech he pro-
mised free school books and
madterials for pupils, would he
agree that many electors would
have accepted that this would
include both primary and second-
ary students?

At what place during the cam-
paign was it made clear that this
promise was limited to primary
schools?

If these promises were honoured,
what would the total cost be in
this financial year?

. J. T. TONKIN repled:

No.

On a number of occasions during
the election campaign it was made
clear that it was the Government’s
intention, in the first instance, to
issue free text books only to
primary school children. Printed
evidence in support of this can

27.

28.
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be found in The Albany Adver-
tiser of the 15th February, and
in the Political Forum sectlon
of The Record of the 1lth
February. The Opposition Leader
was certainly aware of the con-
tent of the latter article which
he saw fit to reply to the follow-
ing week.

Anticipated expenditure for the
financial year 1971-72 on free text
books for primary pupils of Gov-
ernment and independent schools
is $270,000.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
OFFICERS

Number Employed

DAVID BRAND, to the Premier:

How many public relations officers
are now employed by the State
Goverhment?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

This information is being sought.
However, as an Interim answer,
the number employed has been
reduced since the present Govern-
ment took office.

For the information of members
opposite who seem to doubt the
position, many thousands of
dollars have already been saved.

Sir David Brand: How?

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

Administration of Statules:
Transfer to Treasurer

Sir DAVID BRAND, fo the Premier:
(1) What was the reason for the

2)

Mr.

transfer from the Minister for
Education to the Treasurer of the
following Acts:—

(a) University of Western Aus-
tralia Act;

(h) Western Australian Institute
of Technology Act;

(c) Western Australian Tertiary
Education Commission Act;

d} Youth Service Act?

Does he not agree that these
Acts should correctly be the
responsibility of the Minister for
Education?

J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) and (2) For the convenience in ad-

ministration and to effect close
liaison with the Treasury on im-
portant financial aspects associ-
ated with these Acts,

(Note—In so far as the Uni-
versity of Western Australia Act 1s
concerned, this Act has always
heen administered by the Treas-
urer.)
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IRON ORE
Royalties
Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Treasurer:

(1) What amount was recelved from
iron gre royalties tnh the finanecilal
years 1969-70 and 1970-71%

Does he anticipate an increase in
1991-72, and by what estimated
percentapge?

What was the amount of total
royalties for all minerals in 1969-
70 and 1970-71?

r. T. D, EVANS replied:

(1) 1969-70 $13,084,726
1970-71 $19,026,934

Yes. 27 per cent.

1969-70 $15,6904,046
1970-71 $22,347,195

2)

(3)

)
I3

BUILDING BLOCKS
Carilla Townsite

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Does he propose to release more
buillding blocks in the Carilla
townsite?

If so, will he ensure that all such
blocks are adequately served by
made roads and a scheme water
supply?

', H. D. EVANS replied:

(1} There are no current propossals for
the release of Crown land In
Carilla townsite.

The request will be borne in mind
when any future subdivisional
proposals are under consideration.

(2)

2

EDUCATION
Gooseberry Hill Primary School

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minlster for
Education:

Will the Gooseberry Hill primary
school be ready for occupation for
the start of the 1972 school year?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN repHed:

Yes, subject to any delays which
may oceur but which are at
present unforeseen.

AGRICULTURE PROTECTION
BOARD

Forrestfield Premises: Activities

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

‘What activities are to be conducted
at the new premises being con-
structed for the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board at Forrestfleld?

33.

34.

Mr. H. D, EVANS replied:

The following activities of the

Apgriculture Protection Board will

be located at the Forrestfield

centre:

(a) manufacture of baiting
materials for rabbit and wild
dog control;
research laboratories;
training facilities:
vehicle storage cleaning and
minor adjustments.

A caretaker for the centre will also
be located there.

MIDLAND ABATTOIR
Disposal of Effiuent

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Does he agree that the odours
from the effluent lagoons at the
Midland abattoirs are offensive,
and a danger to health?

When does he anticipate an effec-
tive system for the disposal of
effluent will he installed?

Is it intended to continue with the
present open lagoon system, or will
an agitated sludge type package
sewerage system be Installed?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

The lagoon system is functioning
satisfactorily and although there
is occasional nuisance from odours
there is no danger to public health.
and (3) The Midland Abattoir
Board anticipates receiving a re-
port this week from a firm of en-
gineering consultants who are
experts on effluent disposal. The
report will include plans and an
estimate of costs. Two other firms
of consultants are preparing cost
estimates. These proposals will be
examined by the board and the
Public Health Department and a
recommendation made to the Gov-
ernment.

WATER SUPPLIES

Helena River Dam
Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Has the catchment area for the
new pipehead dam at present
being constructed on the Helena
River been deflned?
If “Yes"” will he say when the
area will be gazetted?
Is he aware that part of the
Ksalamunda townsite appears to be
in the catchment area?
What restrictions will be placed
on those people who now reside,
and conduct businesses, in the
catchment area?

(h)
(c)
(d)

2

(&)

(1)

2

(¥3)
3)

@
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Is he aware that sewerage from
Bartons Mill prison, which is
located on the Metropolitan Water
Board catchment area, is now dis-
posed of in an area which appears
to form part of the new pipehead
dam catchment area?

If this is so, does he intend making
other arrangements for the dis-
posal of this sewerage?

. JAMIESON replied:
Yes.

Action is in hand.
Yes.

The by-laws will be applied with
discretion to ensure that the
catchment 1s not polluted. Nor-
mal residential or business prem-
ises should not be affected.

Yes, although Bartons Mill is not
located in the Metropolitan Water
Board catchment area.

Yes.

QUESTIONS (3): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.
Mr
for
Mr.
2.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Uniform Charges

. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
Electricity:

In his answer to question 6 the
Minister stated that it was the
Government’s intention to in-
troduce uniform charges for elec-
tricity throughout the State. The
reply could be subject to various
interpretations, and I wouid like
to ask the Minister whether he
intends to reduce country charges
to the present rates charged in
the Metropolitan area; and, if so,
when?

. JAMIESOQN replied:
To answer the second part of the
question first, the new system will
be implemented as soon as prac-
ticable. It is anticipated that the
charges will be uniform, accord-
ing to the present consumption
charges in the metropolitan area.

IRON ORE
Temporary Reserves: Tentire

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for
Mines:

(3}

In answering question 23, parts
(2) {(a) and (2) (b), the Minister
stated that the areas were not
given preferential treatment be-
cause of certain reasons.

Could the Minister explain why
these particular areas referred to
were not given preference when,
in fact, other areas were subject
to very much the same conditions
as the areas he referred to?

Mr. MAY replied:
These matters are currently being
negotiated with the various com-
panies, and the matters referred
to by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition are of a confidential
nature. I am afraid that at this
stage he will have {o wait for
several weeks for the answer.

Mr. COURT:

With respect, I suggest the Min-
jster has not answered my ques-
tion. He has not dealt with the
question of preference given to
certain areas. Certain areas have
been given rights but others are
to be negotiated over a period of
a few weeks. I would like the
Minister’s reply on why the pre-
ference.
Mr. MAY:

1 would appreciate it if the Deputy
Leader of the Obpposition would
place the question on the notice
paper,

3. EDUCATION
Crisis
adr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Educa-
on:

Does the Minister agree that there
gta? ?crlsls in education in this
e

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

There has been g crisis in educa-
tion in this State for a number
of years, as was shown by the
survey of needs, which the previous
Minister for Education refused to
make public.

The informatlon now having been
conveyed to the publie, the present
Government is doing its best to
remove the difficuities and allow
t.h_ei State to emerge from the
crisis.

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Days and Hours

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[5.11 pm.]): I move—

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 4.30 p.m., and on Thursdays
at 11.00 am_, and shall sit until 6.15
p.m., if necessary, and, if requisite,
from 7.30 pm, onwards.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—Leader
of the Opposition) [5.12 p.m.]: The hours
suggested in the motion are very similar
to those to which we have been accustomed
over the years, with the exception that it
has been decided—or 1t is intended—to
sit an hour earlier on the Thursday morn-
ing.
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Mr. Graham: No; three and a guarter
hours earlier.

Sir DAVID BRAND: It is intended that
we will sit at 11 a.m. on Thursday morn-
ing, whatever number of hours’ saving
that will represent. I think the sugges-
tlon is & gnod one provided the Govern-
ment can see its way clear to work under
such conditions. However, I musf{ ask
one question, and that is; How will ques-
tions be {reated; and at what time will
they have to be received in the House?
Will the new sitting time mean that gues-
tions will have to be received@ the day
before, because there is a comparatively
shorter time in the morning for replies
to be obtained. Alternatively, does the
Premier intend to take questions during
the afternoon?

We have received a letter from the Par-
liamentary Labor Party suggesting thag
the Government intends to sit until 10
p.m. during the early part of the session. I
am wondering whether the Government
has given a great deal of thought to this
matter because, for my part, 1 cannot
imagine that the Government will be able
to adhere to its proposals all the time.

There Is nothing binding on the House,
as a whole. This procedure does mean
that the Government will decide, out of
hand, to adjourn whenever it gets an op-
portunity at or about 10.00 p.m.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) {5.14
pMm.): I think some further thought
should he given to the times suggested,
because there will be no opportunity for
country members to get away to their
electorates on Thursday nights as has
been the practice in the past.

Mr. Graham: Who said so?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is no
suggestion that we should close for busi-
ness at 6.15 p.m, on Thursday nights. This
was the indication I got.

Mr. Davies: Read it again.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It covers the
situation. It does appear as though the
Premier intends to sit on Thursday nights
as well as on the other nights. I think
this will be a disadvantage to country
members and that it would be better to
sit later on Tuesday and Wednesday even-
ings than to sit on Thursday evenings.
However, I am quite willing to Iisten to
what the Premler has to say with respect
to his intentions for sitting on Thursday
nights.

THE SPEAKER: The usual procedure
with respect to questions will be followed
on Tuesday and Wednesday; that is, they
will be accepted half an hour after the
House sits.

I believe there could be a problem for

some country members on Thursdays and
I will go into the matter of the time. It

may be better to take questtons around
2,15 pm, or 2.30 p.m. on Thursday after-
noon, as questions still have to reach the
Ministers so that answers may be provided.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[5.16 p.m.1: It I1s quite reasonable for the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Narrogin to raise the questions which
they did. The Government desires to get
away from what has been the general
experience over many years; namely, to
adjourn the House quite early in the even-
ing in the early part of the session and
then to expect members to sit until very
late hours fowards the end of the session.
We are making an attempt to get away
from that. Experience will show whether
it is possible.

We think the attempt is worth while
and the object is to sit until 10.00 p.m.,
which is a reasonable hour, on a day
when the House is sitting in the hope that
it will be possible to clear the business
without sitting for unduly long hours.

It is intended io commence sitting at
11.00 a.m. on Thursday, whereas previously
we did not sit until 2,15 pm. In the early
part of the session—and perhaps all the
time if the business can be concluded-—we
shall rise at 6.15 p.m. which has heen the
practice.

Additional time will be gained on Thurs-
day, and there is the possibility that more
business will be conducted in the early part
of the session. If this is so, it will enable
us to complete business properly without
sitting for unduly long hours. At least
it is worth a trial and this is the purpose
of the hours stated in the motion.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence on Tuesdays and Thursdays

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[5.18 p.m.]: I move—

That on Tuesdays and 'Thursdays,
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all Motions and Orders of
the Day.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Appointment
The following sessional committees were
appointed on motion by Mr. J. T. Tonkin
(Premier) .—

Library—Mr. Speaker,
cher, and Dr. Dadour.

Standing Orders.—Mr, Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. McIver,
Mr. Mensaros, and Mr. W. A. Manning.

House.—Mr, Speaker, Mr. Jamieson,
Mr. Bickerton, Mr. O'Neil, and Mr.
Gayfer.

Mr. Flet-
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Printing.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. A. R.
Tonkin, and Mr, I. W, Manning.

Public Accounts.—Mr. Bickerton,
Mr. Lapham, Mr., Harman, Mr. O'Neil,
and Mr. W. A. Manning.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
FUND

Appointment of Trustees

On motion by Mr. J. T. Tonkin
{Premier) resolved:

That pursuant to the provisions of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1970, the Legislative Assembly
hereby appoints the Member for Collie
(Mr. Jones) and the Member for East
Melville (Mr. O'Neil) to be Trustees
of the Parliamentary Superannuation
Fund as from this day.

SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Premier)
[5.21 p.m.1: I move-—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable a Supply Bill to be intro-
duced without notice and passed
through all its stages in one sitting,
and to enable this business to be en-
tered upon and dealt with before the
Address-in-Reply is adopted.

Question put and passed.

Message: Appropriations
Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the
purposes of the Bill.

Introduction and First Reading

Bill intreduced, on motion by Mr. T. D.
Evans (Treasurer), and read a first time.

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Treasurer) (5.24 p.m.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

In moving this motion ¥ would like to
explain that it is proposed by this measure
to grant supply to Her Masajesty for the
sum of $210,000,000 for the services of the
State in the year ending the 30th June,
1972.

The Revenue Budget and the Loan
Estimales for 1971-72 are now in the
course of preparation and these will be
presented to the House, with the respective
appropriation Bills, later in the session.
In the meantime, i{ is necessary to carry
on State services and the Bill now before
the House is for the purpose of providing
the required funds.

An issue of $175,000,000 is sought from

the Consolidated Revenue Fund and
$30,000,000 from moneys to the credit of

the General Loan Fund. Provision is also
made in the Bill for &n issue of $5.000,000
from the Public Account to enable the
Treasurer to make such temporary ad-
vances as may be necessary.

The proposed issue from the Consolida-
ted Revenue Fund is greater by $30,000,000
than the provision in the Supply Act of
1970. The amounts to be drawn from the
General Loan Fund and the Public Account
are the same as were provided last year.
The increased issue from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund is required to finance
higher expenditure on Government ser-
vices, which is due principally to a sharp
rise in the Government’s wage bill. Wage
movements during the year just concluded
have had a most adverse effect on the
Government's financial position., Sub-
stantial provision was made in the 1970-T71
Budget for wage increases expected dur-
ing the year but, in the event, the cost of
award increases exceeded this provision by
$14,240,000.

Also, revenue from some sources failed
to reach the estimates. Probate duty fell
short of expectations by $1,500,000, stamp
duties on conveyances and transfers were
down by $2,300,000 and mining royaltles
and rents were below estimate hy
$2,300,000, There were some small off-
setting increases in other items of revenue.
The resultant deficit would have been of
unmanageable proportions but for addi-
tional financial assistance provided by the
Commonwealth Government towards the
end of the year.

Special Commonwealth assistance of
$5.000,000 and an upward revision of
$4.000,000 to the financial assistance grant
payable to Western Australia under the
formula provided welcome assistance and
enabled the deficlt to be held to $4,368,000.
Thils {s a very substantial sum and the
worrying feature is that we move into
1871-72 with current expenditure running
ahead of revenue to that extent. Any
increase in revenue available to the Gov-
ernment this year will fArst be required
to clgse that gap and to meet the addi-
tional full-year cost of wage Increases
granted In the course of last year.

The full cost In 1971-72 of wage and
salary increases granted during last finan-
cial year will amnount to $40,000,000. Such
an increase in the cost of running Govern-
ment services must glve rise to concern
as it will be obvious that the first effect
must be to severely restrict the range and
qualty of services the Government is able
to provide. This problem is not restricted
to Western Australia but is common to all
States, although in our case the impact
appears to have been relatively greater.

The Commonwealth Government has re-
cognised the plisht of the States and, at
the recent Premiers’ Conference, agreed to
provide additional assistance In 1971-72
over and above the amount we could ex-
pect to obtain from the operation of the
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financial assistance grants formula. In
aggregate, we wlll receive an additional
$7.000,000 from this source, but it is already
apparent that this will fall far short of the
amoun{ that will be needed to enable the
present level! of Government services to
be maintained.

I will have more to say about develop-
ments arising from declsions taken at the
Premlers’ Conference and our prospects
for the current financial yvear when the
Budget is introduced later in the session.
At that time, I shall table the Estimates
of Revenue and Expenditure for this
financial year, with detalls of proposed
outlays and the means by which those
outlays are to be financed. I commend
the Bill to the House.

Mr. Court: In the figure of the deficit,
has the Treasurer allowed for retrospective
payments for teachers and police?

Mr. T, D. EVANS: Yes.

Mr. Court: Then that was absorbed be-
fore the Treasurer struck the deficit of
$4,300,000?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Yes.

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—Leader
of the Opposition) [5.30 pm.l: Firstly,
Mr. Speaker, let me congratulate you on
your appointment. I have already done
so, of course—in fact all members on this
side of the House have expressed their
congratulations to you on taking over your
very high office.

I think a more appropriate time to
express our congratulations to the other
members who have been elevated to varicus
positions in the House would be during the
Address-in-Reply debate.

In replying to the Bill just explained by
the Treasurer, I must point out that for
the first time for many, many years, in
fact, as long as I can rememher—maybe
it is the first tlme in the history of West-
ern Australia—we have a ‘Treasurer
separate from the Premier. I would like
to offer my congratulations, because I
realise that being the Treasurer of the
Btate involves a demanding responsibility;
but I do believe, and I say this from the
result of my own experience, that it is
difficult to carry the office of Premier of
the State without having the control of
the Treasury.

I realise that in thils case the Premier
decided to take over a number of responsi-
bilities—I believe far more than he can
reasonably manage—such as education,
which in itself is almost a full-time job.
There were many requests from the
Teachers' Union regarding the possibility
of one man being appointed to carry the
portfolio of education, because the union
believed it was a full-time responsibility.

However, the Premier has seen fit, not
only to take over this respensibility, but
also to take on the new Department of

Environmental Protection, which includes
culture, I think, and indeed a number of
other responsibilities which would come
under the heading of "Education and
Environmental Protection.”

He has already felt the strain, simply
because he has decided to transfer the
responsibility for the administration of
certain Acts which were introduced into
this House last year, to the Treasurer. No
doubt, as he explazined in his answer to
a question today, he belleved that this
made for bhetter administration; but it
must be significant that, with the excep-
tion of Queensland, where I believe for
political convenience and because it has
been traditional over the years, the Pre-
miers carry the portfolio of Treasurer,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It was not so in
Tasmania, you know. Mr. Cosgrove was
not Treasurer when he was Premier of
Tasmania.

Sir DAVID BRAND: That ts right: but
the point I am making is that, with the
exception of Queensland, each State has
seen fit, even though a few years ago
an attempt was made in South Australia
to divide the responsibility of the Treas-
urership and the Premiership, to come back
to a realisation that it is better adminis-
tratlon to have these two portfolios under
the one heading.

I found that, as Premier, there was
constant lalson with the Treasury, some-
thing which seemed to me to be difficult
to achieve If it had to be done through
another Minister, the Treasurer; and, if
this were so, then it seemed it was better
to resclve the problemn by accepting the
two portfolios myself. They were, of
course, a very full job, and even though,
under my administration, I carried the
portiollo of tourism, it was my intention
to pass that on to someone else had we
been successful in the election.

The Treasurer from now on will have
the responsibility of the Unlversity of
Western Australia Act, the Western Aus-
tralian Institute of Technology Act, the
Youth Service Act, and ancther. It would
seem to me, after some consideration was
given last session, that we should place
under the Minister for Education all these
Acts associated with education, and in-
deed, youth It seems strange that the
Premier has now decided that they should
be the responsibility of the Treasury. I
am sure the Treasury will find that these
Acts carry with them some very demand-
ing responsibilities, including the respon-
sibliity for tertiary education in this State.

I will be very interested to see how
this matter works out; but it does seem
to me that, the present Minister for Educa-
tion is the Minister for primary and
secondary education and for no other; and
here we must see a very confused position
within the Cabinet. I realise, top, that
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the University of Western Australia Act
has been the responsibility of the Treas-
ury over all the years.

Mr. Graham: Any confusion there?

Sir DAVID BRAND: Well, it was the
obne Act.

Mr., Graham: Still divided.

Sir DAVID BRAND: It was, as a matter
of fact, a result of the very early days
when the Premler set up the University
of Western Australia, and I believe he
retained that administratlon because he
realised that if the university was to pro-
gress ft would have to be supported by
the Treasury and the Treasurer would
have a better opportunity of doing this and
seeing that it was supperted financially.

I reallse that this cccurred in the early
days of Western Australia. It was then
an easler life than we lead; it was less
demanding, ceriainly less demanding on
the Premier of the State. Therefore I can
understand that things went along very
smoothly and progressively, but the time
came when it did seem to be appropriate
that the Minister for Education should be
responsible for all levels of education in
the State; and again I do not in any
way Imply that the Treasurer could not
carry this responsibility. I am thinking
only of the laison and of the need of the
one man with the one portfolic to deal
with all of the educational matters in this
State.

As the Treasurer has pointed out, the
Supply Bill 1s simply an advahce, an over-
draft as it were, to enable the Govern-
ment to carry on until such time as Par-
liament has agreed to the budgetary
proposals, both in relation to the revenue
and for the loan programme. 1 was
naturally very interested to read, just tak-
Ing last year as an example, what the
present Premier had to say when he re-
plied to the Supply Bill, and 1t was rather
significant that he sald—

As the Premler sald, this is a for-
mal measure which 1s regularly
brought before the Parliament at the
opening of the session. It should be
noted that substantial amounts are
being asked for by the Premier—
vastly increased amounts compared
with those asked for last vear,

As far as I can make out, this is the posi-
tlon right now except that the increase
was certalnly a far greater amount. The
Premtier sald—

I do not altogether agree with the
reasons given by the Premier for the
increase in those mmounts, because I
think that a large part of the increase
is due to the extravagance of the
Government,

I might just simply say that I believe a
part of the exira amount is due to the
promises which the Premier made during
the election and the need to provide for

some of them over and above those finari-
cial responsibilities which would come:
normal

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Well, you know that-
cannot be right. You know yourself, be-
cause the only promise which has been
implemented so far which wouid cost any
money is the same promise that you made;
that is, free travel for pensioners.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Yes, but this {s a
point ¥ would like to deal with on another
subject, perhaps tomorrow.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I'll bet you would!

Sir DAVID BRAND: But the fact re-
mains that money has to be provided and
we are not aware what legislation will be
introduced during the next few weeks, as
soon as the Address-in-Reply is over. The
Premier made a number of promises and
I presume—I only presume~that in due
course he is going to honour some of them,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are already say-
ing that, because we have done this, 1t is
going to cost us more money. You cannot
have it both ways.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I said the Premier
is making allowance for the fact that he
will take action to deal with other matters;
or perhaps I should say the Premier may
intend to iniroduce anocther Supply Bill.
It would not he the first time that two
SHupply Bills have heen introduced in this

ouse.

However, I simply make the poini that
the extra amount is being asked for In
order to meet all the expected financial
obligations of the Government up to a cer-
tain date, No-one can deny that the added
amount, the substantial percentage of it,
comes as a result of the increased costs—
in the main wages and salaries—and this
simply brings me to a point which I wish to
refer to at this stage.

I have no intention of making a long
speech at this point of time on the Supply
BEill, but I do want to bring to the notice
of the public that the controversy which
developed hetween the Premier and my-
self over the cost of election promises was
not as clear as it might be. There has been
a tendency for Ministers—some Ministers
anyhow, to be quite fair to them—to imply
that the Treasury was empty when they
took over. I want to point out that the
Treasury finances, although sudden and
sharp increases over the previous mont_;h
did cause a great deal of concern, were In
a8 very sound position,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: When was that?

Sir DAVID BRAND: That was immed-
iately following your Government’s take-
over of the Treasury.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Well, why did you
write to the Prime Minister some days be-
fore and tell him of the big deficit you
were then facing?
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Sir DAVID BRAND: That is right. Let
us not forget that you, as Premier
sald today—and you have certainly pub-
lished the statement—that you anticipate
for the next financial year a deficit of
$35,000,000, but it has come down to
$30,000,000 by this morning. Surely the
Premier realises that in the meantime this
deficit will be offset by many developments
—in the main by a larger amount avail-
able to the Premier from the Common-
wealth as, perhaps, a larger amount was
available this year.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I hope you are right.

Sir DAVID BRAND: So do I. This would
be a good thing for all of us. But I am
maeking the point that when I wrote to
the Commonwealth Treasurer it was an-
ticipated that we would be facing a defleit,
as the Premier is, in spite of all the assist-
ance which he got in the meantime, and as
a result of the Premiers’ Conference.

Therefore, following the first increase,
I announced that it was antlcipated that
the deficit would he large and the addi-
tional costs occasioned by the increased
wages would amount to something like
$12,000,000 for the portion of the year
which remalined, and that as a result of the
increased costs in the full year it would
be $20,000,000.

Yet the Leader of the Opposition, as he
was then, tried to convey that he was not
aware of the difficult situation which faced
the Treasury.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How could I be? You
did not tell the Parliament; you did not
make it public.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I made it public
half a dozen times.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You did not.

Sir PAVID BRAND: I certainly did. I
do not have the date here, but I will cer-
tainly obtain it tomorrow, if necessary.
Any honourable member in this Chamber,
if he took any interest at all, could have
read that I, as Treasurer of the State,
announced—and the Press is always seek-
ing this information--that the increased
costs would amount to $12,000,000 in the
part of the year which remained, and
they would amount to approximately
$20,000,000 in the full year. I have now
been told that the date of that announce-
ment was the 15th December,

If the Leader of the Opposition was too
preoccupied or too busy to notice that, then
I can understand his not knowing, but
the information was published not only
in The West Australian but also in other
newspapers, because this was of vital in-
terest to the community at large; and 1
might point out that those increases in-
cluded the one granted by the State tri-
bunal, and then the national increase of
8 per cent. in wages which went right
across the board.

There have heen many increases since
then, and therefore it was reasonable to
assume that a large part of the deficit
and the additional money that would be
required resulted from the increases in
salaries and wages. However, we had this
Press controversy simply because we were
asked to assess the cost of the promises
we were making to the people at that
stage. I am not finding any fauit with
the fact that the then Leader of the
Opposition did not read that statement,
but I deny that I did not make it public.
The only reason I did not tell the House
was that at that time the House was not
sitting.

When I asked the Treasury to assess
the cost of our promises I was told there
was an undertaking to put aside $1,000,000
to aid local authorities, and while this
was little enough it did seem to me to
provide some security in certain circum-
stances.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: But you forgot to
leave the $1,000,000 there.

Sir DAVID BRAND: We underiogk to
spend that $1,000,000. I might say that
the $1,000,000 was there, and had the
Premier not come in with a lot of other
promises—

Mr. Rushton; Real shockers!

Sir DAVID BRAND: Yes, real shockers,
as a matier of fact.

Mr. Jamieson: What about your elec-
tricity promise? Face up to it!

Sir DAVID BRAND: That is right, and
we were golng to honour it.

Mr. Jamieson; What with, a deficit
Budget?

Sir DAVID BRAND: In the same way
as the honourable member's Government
will be honouring its promises. In the
main the deflcit Budget has resulted only
because of the increases in wages and
salaries, and the Treasurer will have to
find a very large part of that. There is
no other reason.

Mr. Jamieson: The Treasury liked your
attitude, didn’t it?

Sir DAVID BRAND: Of course it did,
but If the honourable member means that
the Treasury did not like it, perhaps 1
can seek some clarification, because the
Treasury officers are the same people who
are now advising the honourable member's
Government. I do not know whether he
is implying that the Under-Treasurer, or
his deputy, did not like owr poliey or the
decisions we made, but, as a matter of
fact, we made no decision about any
promises by the coalition Government
without first having the advice of the
Treasury. The Minister for Works can
lsugh, but it is a hard, cold fact, and that
cannot be said of the promises made by
the Leader of the Opposition, as the Pre-
mier was at that time.
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Mr. Court: X it had not been for the
retrospective increases in the salaries of
the police and the teachers, which the
Treasurer said would be Included, we
would have had a surplus this year.

Sir DAVID BRAND: That 12 right, and
it fs no use denying the fact that had we
been returned to office we would have
honoured the promise of making available
$1,000,000 to local government.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What about that
financial scheme you were going to devise
to pay for sinking the railway? ¥You did
not leave behind a formula for that.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I forget what the
Premier said¢ during the election about
that, but he did say, when the report was
published, that he would honour the
principles contained in the recommenda-
tion, and we were only following the
recommendations that were made by Mr.
Nielsen and those associated with him in
regard to raising the necessary money.

When the Premier talks about honour-
ing promises we come to the next point
the Premier made in his speech on the
Supply RBill last year. The Premier got
around to talking about receipt duty once
again and the invalid and illegal action
of our Government., In fact, the Premier
did say, if his party were returned as a
Government, he would press the Common-
wealth to provide the money which it had
undertaken to refund, but which it did
not undertake to refund in a direct way.
The Premier sald he would press the Com-
monwealth to honour the undertaking to
refund the receipt duty tax which the
Premier said we had collected during the
itlegal period. Has the Premier done that?

Me. J. T, Tonkin: After the battle I had
to pget recognition of $2,000,000 semi-
Government borrowings 1 came to the
conclusion that it would be futile.

Sir DAVID BRAND: As a matter of
fact the Premier went on to say that if
the Commonwealth did not come good the
State would find the necessary money,

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: That is so, and it is
still my intention.

Sir DAVID BRAND: According to the
promises the Premier made, he assessed
receipts tax refunds at $500,000 a year.
Since he has become Premier, does he
agree that almost $6,000,000 will ultimately
be involved? 1 believe that is a promise
the Treasurer will have to honour, because
the Commonwealth will not respond to
any request, and I do not believe it should
in view of the clear understanding between
the Commonwealth and the Treasurer of
the day; that is, a certain responsibility
would be accepted and no more, and any
other responsibility regarding refunds
would be that of the State Governments.

The Premier spoke a great deal about
the illegality of the arrangements because
of the situation in Queensland, which
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the Premier knows was g different one.
Since he has become the Premier of this
State—and this applies to the Treasurer
also—no point has been ralsed about the
illegality of any agreement because Queens-
lend had some different arrangement. It
is well known that the differen{ arrange-
ment in Queensland was clarified and the
whole of the group—all the Treasurers
together-—came to an agreement which was
a sound, legal, and valid document.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The agreement does
not make it valid.

Sir DAVID BRAND: It does, because
the Premier has not taken any action to
guery or question it. He has heen to
Canberra and has had an opportunity to
discuss these matters, and if he felt so
strongly about them—as he did before the
election—he shouwld have taken some action
in regard to them.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: To the extent of

breaking and entering; is that what you
mean?

Mr. O’'Neil: The only action he has
taken is to shed from himself the respon-
sibility of Treasurer.

Sir DAVID BRAND: In any event, in
referring to the promises that were made,
I would like to have them recorded in
Hansard as 1 go along. The election
promises made by the Premier were—

Abolition of road mainten-

ance tax . ... $3,500.000
No doubt we will hear more about that,
Continuing—

Farmers’ income subsidies .. $3,000,000
The Minister for Agriculture should take
notice of that.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The Leader of the
Opposition has a lot of temerity in talking
about promises, because he promised to
build two bridges over the Swan River six
years ago.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Yes, and when we
got the plans we were about to bulld them.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Six years ago you
promised to do that!

Sir DAVID BRAND: We were being ad-
vised by the same people who are now
advising the Premier.

Mr. Graham: But you did not do any-
thing.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Yes we did. We
said that as soon as final plans were pro-
duced we would proceed with the con-
struction of a bridge.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: ¥ou promised two
bridges within five years.

Sir DAVID BRAND: As time went on it
was found that the plans for the two
bridges were not the proper ones and
therefore it was foolish to go ahead with
the second bridge.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: All you are doing is
seeking an excuse.
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Sir DAVID BRAND: It was sound com-
mon sense. We wanted to carry on with
the project but we were advised later on
not to go on with it. I will now continue
to quote the electlon promises made by
the Premier, as follows;—

$

Free school books ... 750,000
Recelpt tax refunds ... .... 500,000
Uniform S.E.C. charges . 500,000
Pensioners’ free metropolitan

transport .. .. 500,000
Students’ hving-away a.lIow-

ances . 300,000
Probate and land t.a.x cuts . 250,000
University tuition fee subsl-

dies .. 100,000
Students’ allowances (over

15) ... .. . ... 100,000

These promises make a total of $9,500,000,
and I presume that if the costs were taken
cut, having regard to increased costs, the
amount would be substantially greater.
For our part, I have already referred
to the $1,000,000 we were making avail-
able to the locel authorlties over the peried
of the Parliament. Other promises made

were— .
Reduced electricity charges .. 575,000
Pensioners’ free travel in met-

tropolitan area and half-

fare Kalgoorlle-Perth ... 530,000
Students’ living-away allow-

ances .. 145,000
Interest subsldy for prlvate

scheol bulldings ... . 100,000
Teacher tralnees for prlvate

schools . 60,000
Abolition of timber royaltles

on private land . . 50,000

With the $1,000,000 aid to local authori-
ties, these made a total of $2,460,000.
Therefore, the very fact that the promises
total only $2,460,000 was a clear indica-
tion that I, and the Government generally,
was consclous of the financlal position
when we realised we were running into a
deficit as a result of the sharp climb In
wages, salaries, and other costs.

Mr. Williams: A very responsible and
realistic conscience.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I have a very clear
conscience In regard to these matters. We
could easlly have gone out and made
greater promises. We could have ex-
ploited the position to a greater extent,
but I must polnt out that in this House I
introduced a balanced Budget in Septem-
ber or October.

Mr. Jamieson: It was balanced all right!
You had your foot on onhe side of the
scales. That is the only way it was bal-
anced.

Sir DAVID BRAND: Nothing of the scrt.
How childish can the honourable member
be! The fact remains that it was a
balanced Budget and it was accepted by
this House and by responsible people. That

may not Include the Minister for Works,
but the fact remains that we had also
set aside $4,000,000 in aniicipation of some
increases in the 1level of wages and
salaries,

The Premler has been falr enough to
point this gut from time to time, but the
point I am making is that we, as a Govern-
ment, did not take anyone for any ride.
We were placing the hard, cold facts be-
fore this House,

Had it not been for the unprecedented
increases, which took place so suddenly
not only in Western Australia but through-
out the whole of Australia, our Govern-
ment, were it In office today, would be
introducing a balanced Budget In a few
menths' time. I am quite sure there would
not be any finanecial problems, were it not
for the very sharp increases which did
take place,

The criticism that we have of the Labor
Party is that it made promises in the light
of the information which was being given,
week after week, that the finances of this
State, along with the finances of the other
Btates, were running into deficit. On that
point we could see no way of resolving the
problem other than-—when the opportun-
ity cccurred to do as the present Govern-
ment 1s doing—by increasing charges, fees,
and no doubt in due course introducing
other forms of taxation far beyond what
was estimated at the time.

Mr, T. D. Evans; Would the Leader of
the Opposition oblige us by giving the dates
when he made public, prior to the last
election, the then state of the economy?

Sir DAVID BRAND: I will get those
dates. There is no effort on my part to
conceal the statements.

Mr. T, D, Evans: Was it in The West
Australign?

Sir DAVID BRAND: It was made to the
Press generally. T made it public, because
it was a matter in which everyone was
vitally interested.

Mr, Court: He also issued a very de-
tailed statement on the matter on the 10th
February lest.

Mr. Graham: And there was a very de-
talled statement from the Treasury to the
Premier a few days before the last elec-
tion, but this never saw the light of day.

Mr. Court: He gave the statement to the
publie.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I remember the oc-
casion when the Premler at one of his
many Press conferences, when they were
held regularly, had a document which I
recognised. I recognised it in the telecast.

Mr. Graham: You did not publish it be-
fore the election. There was not a word of
it.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Sir DAVID BRAND: I remember seeing
that document.
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The SPEAKER.: Order! There are far
too many interjections. Whilst a small
number of interjections, for the purpose of
eliciting information is quite permissible,
I think it would be more in keeping with
the dignity of the House if questions were
only asked in a debate for that purpose,
and not so much for the sake of interject-
ing.

Sir DAVID BRAND: I am sorry, Mr.
Speaker, that I dtd not hear you when you
called for order, because I was very inter-
ested in what I was puiting forward. I
hope you will take the same firm stand
right through, as you are now taking, In
respect of both sides of the House, I am
sure you will do that.

The information which was produced to
me by the Treasury officers in the last few
days before the change of Government
took place was in the form of a minute
which simply set out the position of the
Treasury at that time. It was an honest
statement; and the reasons for the prob-
lems mentioned in the minute were those
that I have alreedy outlined. The Premier
himself has conceded that increases in
wages and salarles, and also in the related
costs, represented the only or main reason
for the Treasury belng in the position in
which it found itself at the time,

We will not oppose the Supply Bill, be-
cause it is a measure which comes before
this House regularly. Opportunity is taken
to use this device to raise a few points and,
mayhbe, a few grievances, because I under-
stand the original concept of the Supply
Bill debate was to enable supply to be held
up until members of Parliament were able
to air some of the grievances which had
accumulated over the previous financial
year. I support the measure.

MR. NALDER (Katanning) (6.05 p.m.]l:
I rise to draw the Government’s attention
to some of the difficuities that still exist
in the rural areas; they affect not only
farmers, but also some of the rural
country towns. At the outset I want to
say that I do not envy the Minister for
Agriculture, because he has been rushing
around from place to place In an effort
to appease some of the people who have
been disillusioned and disappointed@ with
some of the promises that were made—

Mr. Graham: By the previous Govern-
ment,

Mr. NALDER: —by the then Leader of
the Opposition when he outlined the policy
of the Labor Party before the last elec-
tion. As a matter of fact I listened with
a great deal of interest to the broadcast.
I think he had almost forgotten the
country people whom he had been trying
to woo for some time. It was only in the
dying portion of his speech that he refer-
red to them.

Mr. Qayfer: He referred to them on
page 28 of his policy speech.

Mr. Graham: The farmers of Merredin
knew what to do!

Mr. NALDER: Many of them have he-
come very disillusioned, I recall the then
Leader of the Opposition saying before the
last election—

I pledge my party to face up to all
farmers’ problems, especially debt
problems.

Gracious me, instead of implementing his
promises to alleviate the difficulties which
the primary producers face, he has been
going in the opposite direction. The
Government to date has done absolutely
no more than the previgus Government
had done. As a matter of fact it gives
us some satisfaction to know that the
present Government is continuing with
the programmes that had been outlined
by the previous Government.

In his policy speech the then Leader of
the Opposition said——

We propose to endeavour to insti-
tute a form of payment from the
Treasury to the farmer to bring his
net income to a stated minimum. In
this way, farmers with no real alter-
natives would not be forced to leave
their farms or endure income-shrink-
ing poverty.

What has happened since that time? It
is quite amusing and quite interesting to
read what the Premier said in the political
ngi:es in The West Australian of the 15th
July.

The SPEAKER: I haope you will not read
the lot.

Mr. NALDER: I do not intend to read
the lot, Mr. Speaker. I will stick to the
subject that I mentioned when I first rose
to my feet. I will refer to just one part
of what the Premier said. The Premier
then said—

In some aspects, the Labor Govern-
ment will continue—perhaps to expand
a little, perhaps in some instances to
cut back—the work of the previous
Government.

I do not know what the Premier actuslly
meant by that; I presume anyone couid
take into account any activity of the pre-
vious Government.

I want to refer to an earlier paragraph
in the statement in which the Premier had
the following to say:—

As a result of world market trends,
our prinecipal rural industries are in
serious trouble. This Government has
announced its intention, unequivocally,
of salvaging what can be salvaged and
of seeing that nobody goes unneces-
sarily to the wall.

Now, what In the wide world does that
mean! I imagine an absolute tragedy which
might have oceurred. I visualise the result
of an earthquake or a flood, and the Gov-
ernment trying to salvage a situation that
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has absolutely gone down the drain, and
is almost beyond any help or assistance.
The Governmeni is going to salvage—I
repeat: salvage—a situation and see that
nobody goes unnecessarily to the wall.
Well, this is an amazing situation: To
think that the Government might do a
little bit more than the previous Govern-
men$, or cut back a little, to try to salvage
a deflated primary industry.

I am sure that many farmers in our
agricultural areas will not be happy with
that sort of situation-that the present
Government is going to try to salvage this
indusiry., The industry has been going
through difficult times and the situation,
as we see it, is that everything possible
must be done in an endeavour to get the
farming community out of their present
position.

There has been reference to, “Get big
or get out.” This expression has been
manufaciured to suit quite a number of
statements that have been made. That
was not the intention of the previous Gov-
ernment and I will say quite clearly and
firmly that not at any stage was such a
reference made.

As a matter of fact, it is quite interest-
ing at this stage to note the feelings of
the Federal people towards this situation
—1 refer to the Federal Labor Party. Only
recently a conference was held in Hobart.

Mr. Jamieson: Launceston was the city.

Mr. NALDER.: Launceston was the city;
I was meaning to refer to Tasmania. At
that conference the policy of the Labor
Party on agriculture was dealt with. It
was obvious that the people who were
discussing this matter had no knowledge
whatever of the situation. That is quite
apparent because the Federal spokesman
on agriculture, whe was not entitled to be
pr{asent, very strongly criticised what was
said.

Mr. Jamieson: He would be entitled to
be there.

Mr. NALDER: There was criticism of
the the comments made by party members
on this situation, so it is obvious that those
who were endeavouring to formulate a
policy on the agricultural position in Aus-
tralta had little, or very little knowledge
at all of the situation, This has been
borne out by the criticism by their spokes-
man in the Federal sphere.

I believe it Is greatly to the credit of the
previous Government that instead of out-
lining, at election time, what more it
intended to do to assist farmers it
announced its intentions earlier. It is
a fact that all haste was made to bring
about the situation which had been out-
lined by the Federal Government. The
Government continued with the proposals
that had been outlined and a committee
had been formed to get the scheme, which
had been outlined previously, into opera-
tion.

The programme, which is still continu-
ing, was to help farmers over the initial
stages, A sum of approximately $2,000
was made available to those farmers who
appeared to have little chance of continu-
ing. That policy was outlined by the
previous Government and has been car-
ried on by this Government. The idea
was t0 assist those farmers who needed
finance to put in a crop this year to allow
them an opportunity to sell their proper-
ties under reasonable conditions during
this period.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NALDER: Before the tea suspension
I was outlining the schemes of the pre-
vious Government for providing assistance
to farmers who required it. I referred in
particular to the scheme to provide carry-
on finance to enable farmers to have
sufficient money to purchase superphos-
phate, fuels and the like to allow them to
sow crops for the coming season. Assist-
ance was available to enable them to carry
on at least for the time being.

The whole problem had been discussed
and arrangements made to continue the
discussions with the Director of Agricul-
ture and the Under-Treasurer just prior
to the elections.

I understand that some farmers have
taken advantage of the proposal. I do
not know the numbers offhand although
I believe that information is available.
I further understand that a few more
applications are still to be considered.

Last year a considerable amount of
eriticism was levelled because arrange-
ments had not been made to allow farmers
under mortgage to receive drought assist-
ance. I attended many meetings when
this matter was discussed. I remnember
one meeting in particular when a gentle-
man stood up and waved a telegram he
had received from the then Leader of the
Opposition (Mr, J. T. Tonkin) stating
that if his party became the Government
action would be taken to try to overcome
the difficulty. However, I have not heard
anything further on this subject and I
have certainly not heard what the Govern-
ment intends to do.

It is interesting to note that the farmers
who took advantage of the $2,000 scheme
had to sign an agreement whereby the
Government has first call on any produc-
tion from the farm resulting from the
loan. I cannot see very much difference
in this situation, but it is Interesting to
comment on the position.

The present Minister has announced
that a committee will be formed to advise
the Government on future abattoir re-
quirements. This is something which had
been discussed previously without a de-
cislon being reached, mainly because of
the exceedingly large number of people
who wanted to be represented on the com-
mittee. However, the Minister has made &



[Tuesday, 20 July, 1971] 51

decision on this and I believe the approach
is quite reasonable. We will be very inter-
ested, however, to see what the committee
will recommend so far as abattoirs are
concerned, I will make some comments
about this at a later stage and, conse-
quently, I do not intend to enlarge on the
subject at the moment.

I wish to mention another matter which
is quite small but it is one on whieh the
Minister has made a decision. The de-
cision does not affect the farmer very
much but it certainly affects the back-
yard orchardist; namely, the decision to
discontinue the payment to register orch-
ards.

A recommendation was made to me last
year for the discontinuance of the pay-
ment. Doubtless the Government has made
the decision at this stage on the recom-
mendation of the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture because of the prob-
lems associated with the cost of obtaining
these sums of money for registrations, I
would be interested to know the Minlister's
feeling on this, How will it be possible to
find out just where back-yard orchards are
located when there is no reference avail-
able? Will inspectors of the department
travel around to ascertain where fruit fly
is prevalent?

I must make one more comment before
resuming my seat. It is quite ohvious that
many farmers right throughout the length
and breadth of the South-West Land Divi-
sion are turning their hands to other
types of production. This is quite reason-
able and, after all, diversification has been
preached on many occasions in the past.
Up to now many producers have not found
it necessary to diversify but today hun-
dreds and hundreds of farmers are turn-
ing to the breeding of pigs. I hope the
Minister will seek the advice of his officers
to ensure that farmers who are embarking
on a diversification programme are glven
all necessary advice,

Mr. Jamieson: Farmers ought to make
sure of water supplies before they start
breeding piegs. They should not come to
the Minister afterwards.

Mr, O'Connor: Put down & bore!

Mr. Jamieson: The member for Mt,
Lawley is finished for the session!

Mr, T, D. Evans: That is a bit sour!

Mr. NALDER: The questlon of water is
probably one of the smallest problems as-
sociated with this industry which are well
known to those who have had practical
experience. Producing breeding animals
nlone does not solve the problem, The ques-
tion of disease is extremely important and,
In addition, farmers must have a full
knowledge of the type of food required to
bring to maturify, either on the porker or
baconer side, the type of pig required by
the local and export trade. I emphasise
these points. Many problems indeed can

be encountered by people who are not fully
aware of what is involved. If we are to
encourage farmers to embark on a breeding
programme I think they should be
cautioned, at least in the first instance, of
the associated problems, otherwise many
people wil] be sorely disillusioned and they
will not know why they have made
tremendous losses.

Accordingly, T suggest that the Minister
for Agriculture should make advice avail-
able to farmers who are embarking on a
new programme. In the first instance they
should know what they are doing and they
should know all the associated problems.
Housing is one problem which I could
mention and I have already touched on
the problems of disease and proper feed-
ing. Sound advice must be made available
to farmers before they embark on such a
programme, especially if they do not have
a full knowledge of what is involved. I
trust this information will be spread far
and wide as quickly as possible so that
farmers will net get their fingers burnt.

I intend to make some comment later
on about other matters connected with ag-
riculture. Perhaps one final comment on
wheat quotas is appropriate, Quite a few
people are interested that the Minister has
formed another commitiee to investigate
quotas. Some of the men who were on the
previcus committee will be on the new
commitiee and the same organisations are
represented. It will be extremely interest-
ing to see whether the commitiee can
come up with a solution to the problem of
quotas. However, this is a question of
waiting to see.

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [7.40 p.m.]: Firstly, may
I extend my congratulations to you, Mr.
Speaker, on your appointment. I am sorry
I had to be the first to cause you some
concern today, but I am sure you appre-
clated the reason for it. You can blame
the Premier for the situation In which we
found curselves. My colleagues and 1 are
quite certain that you will endeavour to
fulfil this important pesition to the abso-
lute maximum of your capaclty. It is one
that has been filled by men of varying
experience, abillty, and capacity, and I
have no doubt that you, in your own down-
to-earth way, will do your best by all of
us, bearing in mind that we have a very
delicately poised sltuation.

Might I also take this opportunity to
extend congratulationrs ¢« those who have
been apnointed to the various offices in
this Parliament, such as the Chalrman
of Committees, the Deputy Chairmen of
Commlttees, and the various whips.

I would be remiss if I did not congratu-
late the new members, They come to a
House which they will find cuts them down
to size quicker than any other place I
know of. They come in with lots of fire
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and ambition, and I hope they never lose
it, but it 1s sometimes difficult to keep
the fires kindled when one has to live
within a party political system.

As far as the Government is concerned,
I extend congratulations to the Premier
and his Ministers. Needless to say, we
hope they will not be in Government for
long, but, under this democratic system
we have, we naturally hope their delibera-
tlons will be fruitful to thls State. They
come into office at a time when the tempo
of the economy is quite different from
* what it was in the days when the two
senfor Ministers In the Government were
previously in office. Putting the clock back
12 years, I think it is failr to say things
were then much more lelsurely in this
State than they are today, and I do not
think any of us would want the position
to be otherwise than it is at the present
time.

I was very Intrigued by the Govern-
ment’s flattery of the previous Government
in the Governor's Speech, when reference
was made to the fact that members of the
Government had been to Japan “to assure
Japanese investors and industrialists there
has been no change in government
policy in this respect, or in the ebullient
business scene of the past several years'"
I have had three versions of how the word
“ebulllent” is pronounced, and I had to
consult a dictlonary to find out what it
meant. One could expect this, with five
former school teachers in the Cahinet.
I find it means a “boiling” or exub-
erant” business scene, and if that does not
mean congratulations to the previous Ad-
ministration I do not know what does,
We aecept it in the spirlt In which we
hope it 1s meant, except that in the course
of its deliberations in the few months
that it has been In office the Ministry has
seen fit, on every possible occasion, to try
to debunk the work of its predecessors.

I say, with due respect, that the Gov-
ernment does not do itself or the State
any . This State has had to work
very hard to establish a reputation abroad
as a good place In which to Invest. Having
been the Deputy Premier in the previous
Labor Administration, the Premier knows
how tough it was in those days, when he
went abroad and In his local work, to
attract investment In Western Australin.
Over the years we have managed to bulld
up an atmosphere in which investors feel
this is a good place in which to invest, and
that it is a good, democratically run com-
munity. I believe we all have some re-
sponsibility to preserve this atmosphere.

Some of the comments that the Deputy
Premier, for instance, made about me do
not do him any good, but, more import~
antly, they do not do the State any good,
because some of the places In which he has
to negotiate are places where people are
very sensitive to the local situation and

stability. It would do us all good to re-
member that we are hurting our State,
?otuourselves, when we indulge In these
actles.

Mr. Graham: But you want a license
to do what you want.

Mr. COURT:; Not at all. I have been
watching the Deputy Premier’s remarks
with considerable Interest, and the re-
marks which he was silly enough to make
in Japan—

Mr. Graham: Such as?

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Premier ap-
parently has not been reading in The West
Australian the reports of what he said in
Tokyo. It must be realised that the good-
will that Western Australia has established
has been established for the State, not for
individuals or for a particular party, and
the Deputy Premier would do well to re-
member it.

In introducing this Bill the Treasurer
referred to the fact that he has a deficit
this year. By interjection I asked him
whether this was after allowing for the
retrospective payments to the Police Force
and the Education Department. I am not
suggesting it was not right to make those
payments retrospective, because that was
part of the arrangement, but it is important
that members of the House should under-
stand that if these amounts had not arisen
the Budget would have been more than
balanced, if the figures given in the Press
are correct. I make this point because there
have been suggestions at various stages—
corrected at other stages, and then cor-
rected again—that the present Government
inherited a financial situation that was not
good or was not understood.

I know of no Premier who went to such
lengths to advise the public of the financial
situation as did the former Premier, who
is now the Leader of the Ovposition. In
fact, during the election campaign—bearing
in mind that there was a Premiers’ Confer-
ence during the campaign pertod—the then
Premier (8ir David Brand) went to ex-
treme )Jimits to advise the people of this
State that we were facing an unprecedented
wage increase and that there would be
budgetary problems. In the light of all
this, the then Leader of the Opposition,
who is now the Premier, saw fit to make
promises that we considered then, and still
congider, to be extravagant.

In order to demonstrate that the situa-
tion was handed over in good order to the
present Government, I come back to the
point I made about the budgetary situa-
tion; that is, that if it had not been for
these retropsective payments the Budget
would have been balanced, and slightly
more than balanced.

Of all the people I know who in the
course of their administration were frugal
and careful with the State's finances, the
former Premier and Treasurer was, in my
opinion, the most outstanding person. He
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was advised by people who, fortunately,
still advise the present Government—the
Under-Treasurer (My. Townsing) and his
deputy (Mr. McCarrey). As one who sat
under the Premier at the time, I know that
the financial responsibility of balaneing our
Budgets was foremost in his administra-
tion, and, as our colleagues in the Country
Party could vouch, he was very anxious at
all times to ensure that we went about our
business and ran the State with a sense
of responsibility in respect of finance, not
assuming that the Commonwealth could
always play the fairy godmother.

The present Government has been
treated very well by the Federal Govern-
ment. The Premier has been good enough
and big encugh to acknowledge that he
has been treated well on two occasions by
the Federal Government and by the present
Prime Minister., It is as well that we get
the record straight, because the Govern-
ment was handed a financial situation
which I suggest—in fact, I claim without
reservation—was the best financial situa-
tion, relatively, of all the Australian States,
due to the degree of caution that had been
exercised.

When the Brand Government brought
down its Budget last year it allowed wheat
was then thought to be an over-generous
amount for wage increases—over $4,000,000
—but, as it happened, the trend of events
in Australia was such that unprecedented
wage increases were granted. These, of
course, cannot be avoided by a Govern-
ment. There are services such as railways,
teachers, police, and ordinary civil ser-
vants, ang the Government of the day has
to accept these things. It was always our
policy to accept them with goed grace
and to incorporate them into the budgetary
system.

No doubt more will be said, in the course
of the debate that will ensue on the
Address-in-Reply, about the promises of
the present Government. I am sure the
Premier has been in this game long
enough to know that he will not have an
casy road in vespect of the promises he
made, which he has indicated to the public
will be difficult to keep or will not be kept.

In the course of this debate I want to
refer to two particular matters which I
consider call for comment at this stage, I
was very surprised to hear this morning,
and to read later, that the AL.P, State
Executive had requested the Government
to abaendon the feasibility study in respect
of bringing gas from central Australia to
Western Australia,

The reason given for this was that there
now appears to be a major gas fleld off
the north-west coast of this State and,
therefore, it would he better to develop that
field rather than one in central Australia.
I hope the Government will not agree to
this request for the simple reason that
there is no country in the world that has
a surplus of indigenous fuel.

Australia has a tremendous task facing
it to develop its natural resources. This
development can only be achieved with
adeguate supplies of water and adeguate
supplies of cheap power. It may be that
after the feasibility study is carried out in
respect of bringing natural gas from cen-
tral Australia through to the Goldfields,
into the Murchison, and then possibly on
tc the metropolitan area in due course, we
could find that we have a tremendous
natural gas field of our own, Some people
have enthusiastically suggested that the
fleld could be bhigger than Bass Btrait, but
I think they are being a little bullish to
suggest that at the moment.

However, if it turns out that we do have
a tremendous gas fleld of our own, we will
still not have lost anything because the
greatest single nepotiating power a Gov-
ernment can have is to know what its re-
sources are. Tremendous progress has been
made over the last few years in endeav-
ouring to find out what resources are
available in this State, especially when
compared with what we knew in 1950 and
1960. That is one of the reasons why the
Brand Government had a feasibillty study
carried out in respect of tidal power. This
was done in an effort to determine once
and for all how economic it would be to
harness the tides because we were desper-
ately trying to find indigenous sources of
fusl and energy. The fact that that study
was undertaken tneans that we have for all
time the basic records and the technical
data shouid we ever need to harness the
energy of our tides. I suggest that if the
need ever arises we will have gained some-
thing like 18 months.

The same argument applles in respect
of our natural gas. It is interesting to
note that the predictions made pre-
vicusly that once a gas field is harnessed
it will be found to be bigger than anticipa-
ted are being borne out. At the time when
the Dongara gas field was first proved to
be of a sufficient size to warrant the
building of a pipeline to Perth, we were
quite emphatic that no-one would be pre-
pared to spend that amount of money
unless he was certain it wes an economic
proposition. I know I just could not believe
that anyone would do that without being
certain of the Dongara reserves. However,
it has been proved in the history of natural
gas and oil finds throughout the world
that once enough reserve has been proved
to justify the baslc harnessing of the fuel,
more money is spent on exploration until
eventually the project expands to prodigi-
ous proportions.

It 1s also interesting to note that even
since the decision was taken in respect of
the Dongara field, the potential of that
fleld has multiplled. I think that decision
was made virtually on the basis of 15 years
supply of gas at 80,000,000 cubic feet per
day, which is very small. Before very long
we will have to think in terms of something
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involving up to 1,000,000,000 cubic feet
per day. When one tells that to some
people they say it cannot be justified; but
it can be justified hecause—as the new
Minister has already found, I think-—one
shops around for the people to use it.

I would be most disappointed if, at the
request of the AL.P., the Government
baulked af the spending of some $50,000 on
a feasibility study of the central Australian
field, and took the risk that the Rankin
and Scott Reef fields will be large and
harnessable.

Mr. May: As a result of the statement
made by the Federal Government, I have
already had three or four phone calls
from Tokyo today.

Mr. COURT: I can see & situation devel-
oping on two fronts where we could be
taking natural gas from central Aystralia
partly for our own use and partly for
liquifying to send abroad, thus reducing
the unit costs; because if the gas is brought
in in double the volume the economics are
naturally improved.

If, at the same time, we could do the
same thing with the Scott Reef and Rankin
fields—which will be tremendously expen-
sive to harness in view of the fact that
oil in commercial quantities has not been
found—we would have a volume which
would be manageable and which would
give us a low unit cost when shared with
export markets.

I do not want to see the product
exported because the best and most
economical place to use any naturai fuel
is at the place it is located. But we might
have to have some exports initially. I
believe Australia will never have too much
indigenous fuel. If the Collie field is proved
to be, say, five times greater than we think
it is at present, it will still not be a drop
in the ocean compared with what will be
needed in Western Australia's industrial
programme in the future. This is the only
way to look upon the matter. If we find
that Collie has five times as much as we
thought it had, we will soon find a way
to use it if we pursue a vigorous develop-
ment programme and encourage people
to come here. I emphsasise that we will
never have too much natural, indigenous
fuel, energy, or water,

The other point I wish to mention con-
cerns the unforfunate announeement by
Mr. Dunstan, the Premier of South Aus-
tralia, in the Press this morning. This is
a most unfortunate matter and it is beyond
my comprehension how a man in such a
responsible pasition could make a state-
ment which almost amounts to political
larrikinism. It certainly does not do him
any good. We have been most fortunate
in the past in that the States, competing as
hard as they will with one another, have
never publicly sald anything derogatory
or embarrassing about another State.

‘We have had situations in which Victoria,
New South Wales, Queensland, and our-
selves have been competing vigorously for
something; but there has always been an
understanding that the States will not he
involved in this type of thing because it
does not do Australia any good, and it
does not help our own cause. It creates
uncertainty in the minds of the people.

I do not accept Mr. Dunstan’s prediction
that Western Australia is out of the race
for this project. I think the two Min-
isters concerned have the capacity to
negotiate and win this deal if they can
twist the arms of the S.E.C. and the
Treasury a little more. In my experience
we had reached the stage where, if we
could get the price of power down hy
one-tenth of a cent, we could have had
the industry. However, the S.E.C., with
Justifiable caution, was concerned as to
whether it could meet the situation.

I want to say that this Industry is
vital to the State. It is urgent that we
break the ice in petrochemicals. We have
been trying to break the ice in this field
for 12 years—going back to the time when
the present Premier negotiated very hard
to break in with the Dow Chemical people
and the Gooadrich people in 1958—but the
industry has always eluded us. It is a
most difficult industry to fit into the
Western Australian scene and if we miss
out this time, and the industry goes to the
Eastern States, it will be a generation
before we have another opportunity.

If, after it has negotiated with the S.E.C.,
the Government finds that the price cannot
he brought down to manageable propor-
tions, bearing in mind that we cannot
match the offers that have been made by
other States for cheap power, I would like
to feel that the Government would at least
come 1o Parliament and lay down the facts.
I am sure the Government would find
Parliament most receptive and understand-
ing and that Parliament would try to help
it over the hurdle and not talk only in
terms of i{ts belng a concession to a par-
ticular company,

As I see it the situation is this: If we
do not achieve this breakthrough in the
near future and get into the petrochemical
field through the caustic chlorine industry
and, through that, into ED.C. and the
like, we will miss the opportunity to set
off the chain reaction that will pass into
the titanium tetrachloride industry the
upgrading of ilmenite, into the smelting
of aluminium, and eventually into the more
sophisticated metals like titanium and
magnesium.

I wish the Ministers well in their nego-
tiations for trigegering off what will be
& very important chain reaction in this
State and I would like them to know the
problem they have with the S.E.C. The
S.E.C., no doubt, is out to look after itself
and says, “"We are here to make a profit.
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We want to make all we can for ourselves.,”
It also says, “There is a limit to the
amount of power we can supply.”

I think this is the time when we will
have to adopt some unorthodox flnancial
methods if we are to break the impasse
and create the extra capacity that is neces-
sary to supply this fuel at the right price.
The Government has yet to decide whether
the alternative of a power station gridded
into the S.E.C. system, which has been
suggested by a Japanese firm, is feasible
and will get the power costs down; but
I would like the Government to feel that
we on this side of the House understand the
problem and that it is one of those things
where we have a responsibility to do the
best we can from both sides of the House
to get over the hurdle. It is esseniially
a case of being frank about the problem
either publicly or privately, in order to
see what we can do to match this difference
in fuel and power costs.

When we went out of office, my under-
standing of the position at the time was
that the Japanese were not expecting us to
match the power price that was being
offered to them by the other States. They
accept the fact that the other States have
cheap indigenous fuel. The three States
with cheap Indigenous fuel are Victoria,
with natural gas; New South Wales, with
fuel coal as distinet from coking coal; and
Queensland, with its cheaper fuel coal.
This is so because, at present, in view of
the position in which we are placed with
limited Collie coal, we are largely depend-
ent on imported fuel.

The Japanese expect us to reduce our
power costs to manageable proportions.
We do have some factors in our favour.
We have a ready-made market for caustic
from the expanding production of alumina.
We have the ilmenite that has to be up-
graded to be used in the titanium tetra-
chloride industry; and, of course, we have
the alumina on the spot to be converted to
aluminium. I believe that in view of the
goodwill that has been generated hetween
Western Australia and the Japanese com-
panies involved, there is no reason why
we cannof work out a deal which will be
satisfactory to the State and will trigger
off what I believe will be a chain reaction
that would be expanding in another
generation.

If we do not get In this time and the
Eastern BStates obtain the next petro-
chemical industry, added to the onhes they
already have—they have many over there
now and they are hungry for more, be-
cause they want the added volume and the
economies of scale—I belleve we willi miss
out, and I alsg belleve that the Common-
wealth on a national level should have a
vital interest in this industry and make it
possible for us to get this breakthrough.

I do not think any of us can really en-
visage what will be the net result of getting
this chain reaction started. One c¢an

theorise and say it will lead to the pro-
duction and use of other chemicals, but
in my experience even the most optimistic
estimates are inadequate to match the
real development that will take place, to
say nothing of the fact that a new set of
career opportunities for young people in
this State will be generated.

Mr. Graham: You may be interested to
Know that the principals of the companies
most interested in the Kwinana area are
likely to be visiting Western Australia in
the course of the next few weeks.

Mr. COURT: I hope they do. I under-
stood they were coming in August, and I
think the Minister will agree that there
is no lack of goodwill on their part, other-
wise they would not have persisted for as
long as they have. I know we worked hard
on them for two years and unless they
found what appeared to be an insoluble
problem they wanted to keep discussing the
matter. The only dark cloud on the
horizon is the announcement by Mr.
Dunstan this morning.

Mr. Graham: You have had some nasty
things to say about Mr. Dunstan and what
he has said publicly. I would like to hear
your views on what the Liberal Minister
for National Development has had to say
and the problems he has created.

Mr. COURT: In what way?

Mr. Graham: Have you been reading the
newspapers?

Mr. COURT: I have read his comments
on enriched fuel and the particulars
surrounding it.

Mr. Graham: It is reported in the Press
that he is using his influence in an en-
deavour to persuade this conecern to go to
Queensiand, which is his own State, in-
stead of coming to Perth.

Mr. COURT: Perhaps we can get this
in its proper perspective. I heard that
Queensland—not Mr. Swartz—had been
vigorously pursuing the matter, and one
cannot blame it for that because that
State has a good power plant at Gladstone.

Mr. Graham: No, this was the Minister,

Mr. COURT: The goal it was chasing
was to get this particular industry into
Gladstone, Queensland receive Common-
wealth assistance with power—I took ex-
ception to that when I was Minister be-
cause we were not getting the same sort of
treatment—and it also has a particularly
big customer for caustiec., The big problem
I could envisage was in regard to caustic
for our alumina industry. If Queensland
could produce caustic at Gladstone and
we had to transport caustic to this State
in Australian-manned ships with freight
rates that are about the most expensive
in the world, it would mean that our
alumina industry would be at a great dis-
advantage.
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This is what I heard when I learned
that Queensland was pursuing the project,
but I could not object to its pursuing
it, in the same way as I could not object to
its being pursued by New South Wales or
Victoria.

Mr. Graham: We cannot blame Mr.
Dunstan for trying to get the project for
his State.

Mr. COURT: I blame him for what he
said this morning.

Mr. Graham: What about the Minister
for National Development trying to use his
influence to persuade his Government to
attract the project to his own State?

Mr. COURT: If he did it I would have
been very angry.
Mr. Graham: It is true.

“Mr. COURT: 1 know that Queensland
battled hard, but it did not adopt the
tactics Mr. Dunstan adopted.

Mr. Graham: Every State can fight its
hardest, but a Commonwealth Minister
has no right to do that. It is dastardly
to do that.

Mr. COURT: I would want proof that
he did do it. If he did T would be into
him boots and all if I happened to be
Minister at the time. I did not pull any
punches with the Commonwealth when I
was Minister,

Mr. May: Would you believe in an exe-
cutive director from Japan?

Mr. COURT: Yes, if the honourable
member is talking about a Mitsubishi
director. That is a very reputsble con-
ecern, as are fhe senior people we deal with
in Japan. There is a great deal of good-
will there. They knew there was a prob-
lem of shipping salt in Australian-manned
ships from ports in the north. It is dearer
to bring salt to Perth from the north than
it is to send it all around the world in
foreign ships. They are also conscious of
our high labour costs problem and the
power cost problem. There was one very
important aspect; that is, we had =a
customer on the spot, and the trade will
expand.

Mr. Jamieson: And a Commonwealth
Minijster trying to sabotage Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. COURT: Let me know more about
this and, if correct, I will join in the chorus
with the Minister.

Mr. Jamieson: I am pleased to see he
was unsuccessful and that the Japanese
people have more prineiple than he has.

Mr. COURT: I am glad about that.
There is a lot of goodwill and it does not
do the Government any good to try to
damage that goodwill which was generated
by the previpus Government. The present
(iovernment should be snxious to retain
it.

Mr. Jamieson: You might be glagd of this
later on.

Mr. COURT: It is just as well that you be
told this because I think we all have to
work to retain this goodwill which we
have in many countries now and which is
vital if we are to go ahead.

Mr. Speaker, the final remarks I want
{0 make concern the Public Accounts
Committee. No doubt there will be a lot
more said about this in the course of the
session, because we are introducing some-
thing which {s not new and not exactly
novel elsewhere, but it is certainly new and
novel to this State, and I belleve that the
members who are appointed to this com-
mittee accept a tremendous respeonsibility,

The fortunes of State finances over the
next few years are quite unpredictable. I
think there will be a dramatic change in
the relationship between Commonwealth
and State in respect of finances over the
next few years. There has to be because
the States are becoming more sophisti-
cated in the nature of their development,
and the demands of the people are be-
coming more important and more sophisti-
cated and certainly much bigger, and this
will bring about a dramatic change in the
present arrangement between the Com-
monwealth and the State. Now, in this
atmosphere the new Public Accounts Com-
mittee will go into its work and I would
hope that all merabers, irrespective of
their parties, will approach this with re-
sponsibility. T am sure they will, They
will want to, because it is not a guestion
of having any politlieal advantage while
on a committee of that kind.

The objective of the member for Pil-
bara, who was one of the prime movers
in this scheme, if I remember his words
correctly, was to have some body who could
look at these things in detail and, where
it was thought appropriate, advise the Par-
linment of its findings. In other words,
there would be some body that would have
detailed access to figures which were not
normally available to members of Parlia-
ment. In fact it would be impossible to
let 51 members of Parliament have a look
nt these figures, so the idea was to set
up a committee to investigate the figures
in detail and to advise the Parliament
where they thought something needed
amplification or was not adequately covered
in the Treasurer's Estimates when he
brought them down.

I can see quite a challenging situation
for the members of this committee, bear-
ing in mind they are from different parties.
The Government will have a majority,
which is normal in cases like this, but leav-
ing that point out altogether, the fact is
that the members of the committee will
see information which would be normally
denied to the rank and file members of
Parliament; and there will be temp-
tations from time to time, not exactly to
tise this information, but to become g little
concerned about its implications in regard
to themselves and to their parties in the
different electorates.
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I think these members in their first
three years of office will, in fact, set a pat-
tern which will be tremendously important
in the future financial history of this State.
I do not think people who voted for this
without giving it much thought probably
realised the great responsibility that the
foundation members will accept when they
go into their work.

I wish them well; I hope that it works
out. I have always had some reservations
about this type of committee, in this very
transitory period of Commonwealth-Siate
finances. I am sure that the members who
will be appointed will be conscious of their
responsibility, not only for the work they
will do over the next three years bul for
the pattern they will set as to the tech-
niques they will follow and the reports they
will make. In other words they will vir-
tually make precedents as to the extent of
their report and the amount of detail to
go to Parliament, and the type of thing
that should be subject to further scrutiny
by Parliament as a whole as distinct from
the committee. I support the Bill,

MR. MENSAROS (Floreat) (8.15 pm.l:
Mr. Speaker, may I add my congratulations
to those you have already received. I am
sure you will do credit to the Speakership
and to the many illustrious predecessors
you have had. It is often said, Sir, and
emphasised, that one of the main attributes
of your office is impartiality. T hope and
trust that your term will be marked by
your own party and Government as being
not only impartial but sometimes even too
impartial.

I congratulate the Chairman of Com-
mittees and his deputies and wish to
emphasise again and place on record my
best wishes to the Premier and his Minis-
ters in the performance of their duties
during their tenure of office.

May I also congratulate the new mem-
bers and sgy to them that I am looking
forward to their undoubtedly wseful and
sometimes, perhaps, even outstanding con-
tributions to the proceedings of this House.
And last but not least, to the officers of the
House and the attendants and staff go my
repeated thanks and appreciation for all
their services and the invaluable assist{-
ance they have rendered me and, no
doubt, every other member.

The Bill before the House serves the pur-
pose of enabling the Government to draw
some advance funds to continue the busi-
ness of governing. In doing so the various
Ministers of the Crown on the one hand
are charged to execute the exact provisions
of the Statutes and regulations which were
decided upon and allowed by this House.
On the other hand, however—although it
still be within the authority and frame-
work of these Statutes and regulations—
the Ministers will exercise a discretional
power with manifold administrative de-
cisions,

It is one of these administrative decisions
which I would like to mention tonight in
this debate, and I am afraid in a very dis-
approving manner. I do so not only because
of my own experience and convictions but
also because I have been asked by many
within my electorate, and indeed by many
outside it, to use this first available oppor-
tunity to record my deep concern and dis-
approval and, indeed, to protest against
this administrative decision.

My concern, of course, is about the de-
cision of the Premier, in his capacity as
Minister for Education, when he allowed,
as It was reported, students or pupils—one
never knows nowadays which is the right
expression for various purposes, but either
way they are children until they reach the
age of 18 and my concern is about his per-
mission to allow children and teachers to
participate in a street demonhstration
known as the moratorium march on the
30th June, 1971,

I am strongly convinced that this
decision was wrong in principle; it created
a dangerous precedent and has already
proved itself as having had bad conhse-
quences in practice.

Furthermore, it was aggravated by the
fact that the Premier decided to lend the
authority of his high office to this course,
to this partisan political street demonstra-
tion, by leading the march.

Irrespective of my agreement or dis-
agreement with his political views, I wish
to remain in the position where I can con-
tinuously, and without hesitation, have the
highest respect for this office and its
bearer, the Premier, The Premier repre-
sents the whole of the State, old and young,
children and teachers, citizens and new-
comers, and no-one, no Western Ausira-
lian, should ever be discouraged in his or
her due respect for this high constitutional
office and its bearer, the Premier, unless
we want to encourage anarchy against the
rule of law.

Let me dwell, however, on the permis-
sion for school children to march, which
is wrong in principle as a precedent and
in its already experienced consequences. I
take them one at a time.

I think it is wrong in principle to intro-
duce into, or even encourage, partisan pol-
itics in schools, where no politics should
interfere in the moulding of youngsters’
intellectual abilities to comprehend the
issues which they are going to face.

Teaching, and particularly compulsory
teaching, is for the purpose of giving in-
formation and developing the objective
faculties of youth to enable them to arrive
at judgpments based on these informative
facts. State school teaching does not and
should not aim to encourage prejudice or
to encourage one bparticular partisan pol-
itical view. The decision of the Premier as
Minister for Education, however, did
exactly this, it encouraged and influenced
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children to take part in one particular pol-
itical demonstration, To prove this point
I refer to the front page article of The
West Australian of the 29th June which
expressly says, and I quote—

Mr. Tonkin, who is Minister for
Education, said that students in senior
forms who wanted to express an
opinion in favour of the moratorium
campalign could march if they had the
permission of their parents.

It does not say, “Students who want to ex-
press an opinion in favour or against the
moratorium, ¢r who want to be neutral
observers.”

There is no doubt left in anyone’s mind.
It meant that those and those only who
favour one political view could attend the
march.

Nobody recognised this wrong prin-
ciple, however, more readily, though per-
haps belatedly, than the Premier himself,
In his letter to the editor of The West
Australian of the 8th July he came up
with a quite different explanation and
said—

In permitting them to attend the
march, I had it in mind that they
should be exposed to ail aspects of the
occasion.

Some people sympathetic to the cause of
demonstrations might contend that the
permit was no encouragement to, or influ-
ence on, the children, as the parents’ per-
mission was requested.

Nobody can tell me, however, that this
was not encouragement, I think we would
all agree that the vast majority of healthy
children would gladly take any oppor-
tunity to miss school. If I might mention
my personal experience in connection with
this matter T would point out that I was
invited to dinner on the night of the 30th
June and my host’s daughter, who is doing
her Leaving, was apprehensive because she
was nat allowed by her school to march.
Thank God private schools apparently
availed themselves of better judgment!

Mr. Davies: Christian Brothers College
gave permission.

Mr. MENSAROS: Bad for them. When I
asked her, however, whether she would
have attended the march she replied, “Of
course I would have done so.” When, how-
ever, I further inquired whether she knew
what it was all about, she confessed that
she had no idea but “it would have been
good fun.”

I think most members would have had
the same experience when waiching tele-
vision on the night when children were
interviewed and when it was shown that
they obviously had no idea, before the
march. what it was all about.

These were the innocent youngsters who
were belng Influenced. The fact that the
permission of the parents was required,

and/or obtained, in my mind points only
to bad consclence and proves again the
point that the decision was wrong In prin-
ciple—indeed it was an immoral and &
shocking decision,

We do not usually ask the permission
of parents to do the right thing by their
children. Children are required compul-
sorily to attend school, even though some
of their parents might not permit it. The
permission of the parents is not requested
to teach the children history or social
studies. Had the Premier not needed to
justify his prejudiced decision he would
not have asked for the permission of the
parents.

Even permissions, however, were not ob-
tained in most cases. I can only vouch
for my personal experience as the result
of my observations and the inquirfes I
made, because I did not recelve & reply
to my question—No. 14 on today's notice
paper—in the second part of which I asked
the Minister for Education, “How many
of the particlpant students produced writ-
ten permission from their parents?” The
reply I did recelve was that the actual
record of the absences was not compiled.

The deciston was further wrong in prin-
ciple, Sir, because it created political con-
troversy amongst teachers in every school,
because whether they chose to march or
stay and carry out their duties they inev-
itahly had to declare their political alleg-
fance. They were placed in an intolerable
position as a result of the Premier's high-
handed decision. The headmasters con-
cerned, their colleges, and those children
who knew what it was all about, had to he
fully aware of the political allegiance of
all the teachers in thelr school. Surely
this breaks down their much needed in-
tegrity.

I would go further and say that the
decision was wrong because it must have
shaken the confidence of some people at
least in the Department of Education and
their devoted and unblemished public ser-
vants. A declsion like the one that was
made by the Minister usually emanates
from the publie servants who are charged
with the day-to-day order and discipline
of the schools. These public servants
rightly expect support from theilr Minister
in their endeavours to further education
and to resist party political Influences in
the schools.

In order to try to restore this confidence
in the department I asked the Premier, in
his capacity as Minister for Education,
whether I was correct in assuming that
his decision as reported in the Press to
allow students to march was not taken
on the advice of any senior public servant,
The reply I recelved, for which I am grate-
ful, proves me right—that the department
had nothing to do with thls decision.
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I also submit that the Premier’s strongly
objectionable party political declsion
created a dangerous precedent. It created
8 tool which less responsible leaders could
use to exploit school children for any
political purpose in the future, as they
have heen, and Indeed are, used by every
dictator all over the world.

The blunt fact is that I am, perhgps
unfortunately for me, in a better position
than any other member to speak about
this matter. When I refer to this question
I do not rely on readings from history or
the newspapers; I speak from my own bitter
experience because I was tn Vienna or the
15th March, 1938, when Hitler and his
troops marched in and raped the inde-
pendence of Austria, 8 small country with
a history of more than 1,000 years.

It is worth while remembering in con-
nection with the recent controversy
whether children can march in a State or
Federal issue that Austria was composed
of a Federation of nine States, and for-
eign oceupation was surely a Federal and
not a State matter. Who lined the streets
and who was there when Hitler spoke from
the balcony of the Imperial Hotel?

Mr. Davies: The silent majority who did
nothing.

Mr. MENSAROS: It was the school
children who were having a Jolly day off
from school.

I was in Hungary during 1947-1948 when
school children, and all, demonstrated
voluntarily under the budding regime of
Stalin’s serfs. The connotation of the word
“voluntary,” was, however, slightly differ-
ent under those circumstances. If one did
not demonstrate voluntarily, something
rather unkind happened to one in due
course. What were these demonstrations
for? They were for peace, of course, It
sounds rather familiar. There were a few
brave men who challenged the Govern-
ment about allowing children to go out.
The reply was quite simple. It was this:
Who can object to demonstrating for world
peace in a democracy? Is this not familiar?

Finally, as 1 have submitted, the
Premier’s ill-considered decision has led
to very had consegquences. These conse-
quences could have been even worse, for
who can guarantee that a mass demonstra-
tion does not lead to violence, to injury,
ar even Lo loss of life? But the position was
bad enough as it was. It was had enough
to allow children to walch a breach of the
law in the burning of what were purported
to be national service documents; it was
bad enough to allow them to watch active
treason being committed when, as was re-
ported. demonsirators shouted for victory
to the Viet Cong, All this was done under
the leadership of the bearer of the highest
constitutional office of our State, thus in-
evitably implying his approval.

I could not agree more with the remark
of a learned magistrate who was reported
in The West Ausitralian of the 8th July as
having said—

Demonstrators, with the single-
mindedness of youth or the fixed be-
liefs they assume, are markedly intol-
erant of any person who appears to
think otherwise.

I ask: Is this the kind of intolerance, to
say the least, to which children have to he
subjected?

There were, however, much worse conse-
quences, for who takes the responsthility
and who faces the parents of those 14 and
possibly many more undetecied school
children who, but for the Premier’'s deci-
sion, could have stayed in school and
studied, bui who, instead, were caught
shoplifting? These were the children, using
the permission given allegedly to mature
and considerate prevoting-age students to

absent themselves from school, who were
caught shoplifting.

It is not I, but a former detective-
sergeant, who was reported in the Daily
News of the 8th July as saying—

Apparently the little blighters took
the day off for the march, and then
went to work in the shops.

Agein I say that the Premier himself
must have seen that he had made the
wrong decision; for, had he been convinced
thet it was the right thing for students
to demonstrate—as I have known and
respected him as a man of principle—he
certainly would have begrudged and con-
demned the fact that only a few of the
students availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity to turn up. Instead, however, he
used this fact as an excuse, saying that
after all not a great deal of harm had

been done, becsuse only a few had
marched.

The Premier, in his letter to the editor
of The West Australian published on the
8th July, remarked to one of his critics—

It might comfort him to know that
a survey by the Education Department
has shown that absenteeism among
teachers and children on the day of
the Moratorium March was no higher
than on any normal day.

But was it? If we calculate, as the Minis-
ter for Police said in his reply to my
question, that 5,500 people marched, this
number—even including professionals
from ‘Trades Hall and professional
demonstrators from the University—does
not represent 1 per cent. of the total
population of the metrepolitan area.
Surely there were more than 40 children
marching; and this number would be
approximately equivalent to 1 per eent. of
the high school students in the metropoli-
tan area! So children were represented in
a much higher percentage than the aver-
age population.
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I have said what my conscience dictated
and what many of my constituents have
asked me to say. I did not intend to be
unkind or disrespectiul to the Premier, but
there are high principles involved—prin-
ciples fundamental to our demoeratic in-
stitutions, tried and tested by all and by
experience.

If children are to be educated to grow up
and express sound political judgments,
surely they should do so by using their
knowledge and brains in debates, instead
of their boots and bottoms In marches and
sit-ins.

MR, W. A, MANNING (Narrogin) (8.35
p.m.]: First of all I would like to congratu-
late you, Mr, Speaker, on your appoint-
ment to your high office. Oniy a few weeks
ago you were one of my deputies, but now
you hold the top office in the House. I
am pleased to see you there, and I know
you will earry out your duties to the satis-
faction of the House,

I would like fto congratulate the new
Chairman of Committees, and I wish him
as happy a term of office as I had. I
know he will be able to carry out his
duties to the satisfaction of the House.

We have before us a Bill which allocates
a tremendous sum of money—something
like $210,000,000—and we are asked to pass
it without a great deal of information
being placed before us. This is the normal
step for the Government to take at this
time of the session. I suppose it indicates
that the House must have a certain
amount of faith in the Cabinet and in the
Premier using that money to the satis-
faction of most of the people of the State.
I think this is a very important facet of
the situation.

This time there is a difference. We
have reached a milestone in history in one
respect, in that we now have the Public
Accounts Committee which { hope will be
able to accomplish something worth while
in its examination of the accounts, and
in its reports to the House. I can assure
the House that as a member of that com-
mittee I will endeavour to do my utmost
to achieve something worth while.

Concerning the promises made by the
Premier, we notice some things which will
affect very considerably the amount of
money he has to spend. Today I asked a
question of the Minister for Agriculture
regarding farmers who felt that they must
realise on their properties or lease them;
and there seems to be no alternative. The
answer given by the Minister was that
the would-be vendor should search for a
buyer who was willing to apply to the
Rural Reconstruction Authority for help
to buy him out. This places the burden
on the farmer again, and he is placed in
a very difficult position in having to find
his own way out.

This contrasts markedly with the pro-
mises made by the Premier when he said
that those who wished to get off their
properties, because they had no future,
would be assisted to dispose of them. He
said that possibly the Government would
buy those properties in order to ensure
that the equity already established would
not be lost. I submit there is & tremendous
discrepancy between the answer given by
the Minister for Agriculture today and
what the Premier promised prior to the
last election. These are matters of which
notice should be taken.

Another promise which I consider to be
a very importaht one concerns recelpts
stamp duty. The Premier said that the
Australian Labor Party felt morally bound
to refund the money paid under an illegal
tax. He added that it would be a big
burden for him to meet, but he felt duty-
bound to pay the money back. This would
thrust a tremendous burden upon the
finances of the State. Perhaps the Premier
has taken the responsibility off his own
bat for the refund of the several miliion
dollars. He said he felt he had a responsi-
bility, but I would remind him the amount
of money involved is very large.

I refer to another promise he made. To-
day I also asked a question of the Minister
for Agriculture regarding applicants who
had applied for rural reconstruction relief
and who had been rejected. Of 74 who
have applied so far, 49 have been rejected.
This is a substantial proportion. Obviously
these people need some assistance. The
Minister said, in reply to my suggestion
that the rejected applicants be referred to
a committee with a view to giving some
advice to the farmers concerned, that a
voluntary committee could not be given any
authority to confer with creditors or
mortgagees in order to commit publie
funds. However, the Government could
have an advisory committee, and it could
use up some of the funds which the
Premier has available. On a number of
occasions the Premier made election pro-
mises and on one ocecasion he made the
following statement:—

Even without additional Common-
wealth assistance, I am prepared to
spend $3 million a year on this form
of relief.

The Minister did not refer to the $3,000,000
which must be available this year—it is
available every year. The Minister did
not say that the farmers who were rejected
under the Rural Reconstruction Scheme
could have a share of the $3,000,000 which
the Premier has available.

1 think the Premier said recently that
he did not promise to do everything in
the first year. In answer to a question I
asked of the Minister for Electricity re-
garding new charges and the date they
wotld be applicable, the Minister said, “As
soon as practicable” I do not think that
is good enough.
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While referring to promises which have
been made I would like to remind you,
‘Mr. Speaker, of what the present Premi‘er
said some time ago. He said, “A promise
is a promise and no amount of talking wili
remove the responsibility to fulfil it.” These
were the words of the present Premier and
1 hope he will remember them when he is
planning his Budget because he has, indeed,
made some promises.

I might mention, as an aside, that I hope
the Public Acecounts Committee will set a
good example in caring for the finances
of this State. Tonight I received a notice
of the inaugural meeting which will be
held tomorrow, and the notice is on a
form which was printed some time before
1910. I hope this is an indication of the
sort of economy which will be practised
by the Public Accounts Committee.

I would also like to refer to protnises
made to a group of peaople in an organisa-
tion called the United Farmers and Graziers
Association or, in ordinary parlance, the
UFGAs. The hopes of those people were
raised before the election when they were
wearing out the carpets in the then Leader
of the Opposition’s office; they were coming
away with high hopes. Those hopes have
now been dashed to the ground because
the present Premier shows no concern for
those farmers and denies any pact. The
Minister for Works, in commenting on this
fact, said those people were lving in
another world.

I agree that they were living in another
world before the election, but since the
election they have come down to earth.
Their hopes have been completely dashed.
The words, “As soon as practicable” are not
good enough, because the farming com-
munity needs the assistance now.

Mr. H. D. Evans; They needed it three
years ago,

Mr., W. A, MANNING: Three y=ars ago
the position was not as bad as it is today,
and if the Minister for Agriculture is not
aware of that fact he should study his
papers. The wool situation has deteriorated
over the last 12 months.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What did you people
do during the greater part of that 12
months’ period?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I would suggest
that now is the time the assistance is re-
aguired, not only to save the farmers but
also to save the rest of the community.
I refer to the storekeepers and others,
because there is no money to spend. Also,
I understand that the work which is usually
available to small contractors in country
areas, such as repair work or small altera-
tions or additions to Government buildings,
schools, and hospitals, is now being done
by contractors from the city. This informa-
tion has been given to me quite genuinely
by those in the know, but I have not yet
been able to check the details. If my in-
formation is correct, then this is a sorry

state of affairs because if ever work was
needed in the country it is at the present
time. The city areas have not been affected
to the same extent as the country areas.
It is entirely wrong to send men from the
city to do work in the country.

I thought I would say those few words
because it is very important that the Gov-
ernment realises that the situation is not
something to be remedied as soon as prac-
ticable; it needs to be remedied right now.
Ii the present Government thinks that the
last Government should have done this, I
would remind the present Government that
the situation was not the same as that
which we have now reached. There is only
one Government which can do the job at
the present time, and that is the Govern-
ment which sits opposite us tonight.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren—Minister
for Agriculture) (846 pm.1: Pirstly, 1
would like to join with other members who
have extended their congratulations to you
this evening, Mr. Speaker. 1 sincerely
accord you my own congratulations, I
also congratulate all the new members who
have taken their places in the Chamber.
It is not so very long since I experienced
the same feelings as the new members.

I regret that the XLeader of the Country
Party is not in his seat. That is most
unfortunate because he would have been
the recipient of several of my remarks had
he been here. The Leader of the Country
Party was ecritical of the Premier, and
he went on to be critical of the rural
policies of the present Government. He
made reference to emergency loans, and
for your edification, Mr. Speaker, the
loans were of $2,000 granted to farmers
who were in a situation which could only
be described as desperate. Those farmers
had no chance of putting in this year's
crop, and without the assistance their
economic situation would have been disa-
strous. The loan was made against a
crop lien.

The loans were made following a visit
by myself to the drought areas of the
southern region, and a subsequent repotrt
to Cabinet. The Leader of the Country
Party said that his Government intended
to do this. Well, that may have been so
but there is no evidence to indicate that
the loans would have been forthcoming.
There is no evidence to show that they
would not have been forthcoming, but
there was no report in the Press, at any
stage, and there was no awareness by the
farmers to whom this help was finally
extended. I am not saying that the pre-
vious Government would not have made
these loans available to the farmers, but
I do say there is no evidence that such
a situation would have occurred.

The point is we recognised the situation
and did something at the earliest prac-
ticable moment. At the same time, at the
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second meeting of Cabinet an early sitting
of Parliament was considered because of
the disastrous situation in the rural areas.

On the question of rural reconstruc-
tion, I think the matter could have been
handied more expeditiously than it has
been. I would like to point out to the
Leader of the Country Party that one
evening last September the present Gov-
ernment, which was then in Opposition,
moved an urgency motion to discuss the
rural situation. Standing Orders were
suspended to permit this and attention was
drawn to the situation which prevailed.
Indeed, the situation revealed at that stage
was rather alarming and the Minister had
been gware of it for some months.

However, it was not until there had been
considerable questioning by the then Oppo-
sition and a particularly interesting set
of feature articles in The West Australian
that it was shown that over 3,000 farmers
were in a hopeless position. Their plight
was known at that time but even after
that not a single thing was dane about it.
Yet, the leader of the Country Party has
put forward criticisms of a certain nature
tonight,

Mr. Nalder: That is complete rot, and
you know it!

Mr. H. D. EVANS: What did the honour-
able member do after the situation was
drawn to his aitention?

Mr. Nalder: How many times did I go
to Canberra to discuss it with the Federal
Government?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: No publicity was
given to it in this House or anywhere else.
The Opposition at the time suggested that
the balance in the Rural Reconstruction
Fund could be a means by which some
action could be taken. However that
action was not taken by the Government
of the day. Nothing at all was done, and
vet the Leader of the Country Party has
the temerity to stand up and be critical
tonight. This is a situation which has
arisen after twelve years of Government
by the Liberal-Country Party coalition. A
situation existing at the end of twelve years
surely just did not happen! Surely the
Government for the twelve-year period
must be culpable to some degree. Neverthe-
less the Leader of the Country Party has
the temerity to turn around and cast
aspersions at this juncture.

On the matter of rural reconstruction, I
would point out that the officers involved
and the members of the Government who
sit on the benches on your right hand,
Mr. Speaker, have performed in an
admirable way, and ratifying legislation
will be brought down later in the session.
At the same time, I mention that the
scheme is operating and is effective.

The need for sound policles was discussed

t the time of the urgency motion to which
%have referred. As a matter of fact, the

need was discussed three years ago when
the member for Collie put forward a
request for a Select Committee to be
appointed to inquire into meat marketing
in the hope that a statutory authority
would be formed. As I say, that was three
years ago and about the same time that
I urged for a Royal Commission into rural
industries in the south-west. These requests
were ignored.

Mr, O'Connor: Would you support oune
now?

Mr. H. D. EVANS:; We happen to be in
the position where we can do something
about it or, at least, attempt to; that is
the difference,

The relief measures which have been
brought forward to date should not he
disregarded. A statement on electiricity
charges has been made and, as soon as
practicable, uniform charges will be intro-
duced. It has been indicated that relief will’
be forthecoming in the matter of conditional
purchase and pastoral leases. The Premier
has made announcements on this already.

On the matter of marketing, it has been
indicated that the Government will intro-
duce & lamb marketing authority.

Sir David BPrand: Had not that decision
been made?

Mr. Nalder: You will not give credit to
the previous Government.

Mr. Court: Pastoral leases were dealt
with by the previous Government.

Mr. H D, EVANS: It was written into
our platform that a lamb and meat market-
ing authority would be introduced. The
member for Collie put this proposition
forward three years ago. Do not tell us
that the idea came from members who
now oceupy the seats on the opposite side
of the House. This has been our basic
policy for years. Had the idea emanated
from members on the other side, I wonder
why they did not do something about it.
After all they only had twelve years!

Mr. Nalder: Fancy putting that over. The
lambs will be bleating in the country when
they hear that.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: It is pointless for
members opposite to say, "We would have
done this, but we only had twelve years.”
In regard to arrant political hypocrisy, I
do not think that in this House we have
seen the like of the statement by the
Leader of the Country Party tonight. More
has been achieved in the last twelve
weeks than in the previous twelve years.

Mr. Nalder: Talk to the farmers.

The SPEAKER.: Before I call the mem-
ber for East Melville, and before someone
asks me whether he is speaking from the
wrong seat, I wish to mention that the
honourable member now occupies the seat
which was allocated to the member for
Cottesloe. The two members have changed
places. I thought I should mention this in
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case anyone thinks that the member for
East Melville is speaking from the wrong
seat.

MR. O’'NEIL (East Melville) [8.55 p.m.J:
A much greater mistake in the matter of
changing seats has been made in the State
of Western Australia, Mr. Speaker, because
we find that we are sitting on your left
hand instead of on your right. Perhaps
the people of the State will, in the not
too distant future, appreciate what they
have done, and there may be a change.

I do not want members of the Govern-
ment to imagine that I am indulging in
wishful thinking. I can well recall my
first three years in this House. I happened
to be elected to Parliament in 1859 at the
time of a change of Government. For
almost the whole of that session I heard
incessant interjections from the side which
we now occupy to the effect that the
Liberal-Country Party coalition would not
last three months., We were there for
twelve years. I do not point this out to
engender any hope in those who now sit on
your right.

Mr. May: At least we have completed the
three months.

My, O'NEIL:; Other members will be
aware that this is the first occasion I have
sat in Opposition, and it is a rather inter-
esting experience. I can now read the
paper and think that the problems belong
to somebody else.

I have noticed that, as to the perform-
ance of those who sat behind the Minis-
terial benches, certain statements were
made to the effect that they were gagged,
did not seem to show a great deal of
interest in debates, and the like. Judging
from today’s notice paper that situation
has not changed. Some 34 questions were
asked, but not one from a member on the
Government side of the House, For some
strange reason, despite the extremely short
period of time that the Government has
been in office, each back-bencher knows
all the answers.

Mr. Lapham: The Ministers are co-oper-
ative now. They give us the answers,

Mr. O’'NEIL: Apart from the speech by
the new Minister for Agriculiure there has
not been one speaker from the opposite
side, with the exception, of course, of the
Treasurer, who introduced the Bill.

Mr, Davies: There is nothing to answer
yet.

Mr. Lapham: We will be speaking, never
wOorry.

Mr. O'NEIL: We will watch with Interest
to see whether our experience in looking
at the House from this side is any different
from looking at it from that side.

I do not propose to delay the passage of
the Supply Bill, for reasons known best
to those who have been Ministers for a
while and now find themselves in the

back-bench Opposition. Also, I find I am &
little inhibifed in regard to some remarks
I would like to make, because the Minister
for Housing and Labour 1s unavoidably ab-
sent from the Chamber. I appreciate the
reasons for his absence. However, I think
it would be natural for me to want to dis-
cuss topics which are related to his port-
folio as I have had more experience with
these matters than with others.

One matter does concern me greatly,
however, and it relates to one of the prom-
ises made by the Premier, who was then
Leader of the Opposition, at the last elec-
tion. I refer to a proposition to interfere,
in my view, with what is the good and ef-
ficient management of the building society
movement in this State. At the time he
was concerned—and I think quite fairly—
at the price being paid for housing finance
and the instalments required by young
people who were purchasing their homes,
However, the movement in repayment of
home purchase was no greater than the
movement in prices of any other kind of
commodity and, in fact, it was an invest-
ment in something which would probably
he the one and only major purchase for life
for very many people,

We have to know and thoroughly under-
stand what the building society movement
is. We should realise how important it is
and be convinced that it is run efficiently
in the interests not only of those people
who invest but also of those who borrow.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Why is the interest
rate charged to home builders in this State
the highest in the Commonwealth?

Mr. O’'NEIL: I do not know whether it
is relevant to the point, but I wish to men-
tion that the then Leader of the Oppo-
sition (Mr. J. T. Tonkin) made a promise—

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is right.

Mr. O'NEIL: —that he would reduce by
$5 a week the price of home purchase and
that he would do it by two means: subsidy
on the one hand, and interest rate control
on the other.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is right.

Mr. O'NEIL: He also said it would apply
not only to future borrowers but also to
those who are currently repaying mort-
gages.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is right.

Mr. O'NEIL: 1 do not know whether
the Premlier realised at the time that
there are some 28,000 people buying homes
through the building society movement,
If one multiplies 28,000 by the $5 & week
that will be saved, and multiplies that by
90 weeks in the year, we will say, the
answer is $15,000,000 a year. Where will
that come from?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: From the building
socleties.

Mr. O'NEIL: What proportion will be a
subslidy by the State, and how much will
be saved by reducing the interest rate?
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Instead of doing &
lot of guessing, you might wait until the
legislation comes before the House.

Mr. O'NEIL: I did not notice any refer-
ence to this legislation in the Governor's
Speech.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Did you put all the
legislation, projected or otherwise, in the
Governor’s Speech?

Mr. O'NEIL: This is most important.
There are 28,000 home purchasers in this
State who are waiting for this Government
to save them $5 a week.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: When did any Gov-
ernment ever put all its projected legisla-
tion in the Governor’s Speech?

Mr. O'NEIL: Does the Premier guaran-
tee that in this session there will be legis-
lation the effect of which will be to save
every home purchase borrower $5 a week?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Wait and see.

Mr. O’Connor: We will die of old age.

Mr. O’NEIL: Having established ithe
fact that we cannot be certain we will
have this legislation at all—

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You said that, I did
not.

Mr. O’'NEIL: I asked the Premier for a
guarantee that we would see it, and he
said, “Wait and see.” Having been left in
the limbo of lost souls on the issue—
perhaps that is a better way to put it—
let us come back to the movement which
this Government proposes to interfere
with, The building society movement is
very tightly controlled by a Building
Societies Act—

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Did you say ‘“tightly
controlled?”

Mr. O’NEIL: Has the Premier ever read
the Act?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You have a great
imagination.

Mr. O'NEIL: I point out that in 1970,
which is not very long ago, this Parlia-
ment passed legislation which very gresatly
tightened the control and management of
building societies, not because this Par-
liament thought it ought to be done, but
because the huilding societies themselves
recognised their responsibility to the com-
munity and recognised that there was a
necessity to guard the interests of their
investors as well as the interests of their
borrowers, and they conjointly submitted
a proposition designed to ensure that
there would be uniformm and strict control
over their activities.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Are you arguing that
there should not be any control of the
borrowing rate?

Mr. O'NEIL: Which rate is to be con-
trolled?

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Are you arguing that
way?

Mr. O'NEIL: Yes, I am.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Why did the Country
Party Government of Queensland find it
necessary to do what I propose to do?

Mr. O'NEIL: Has that particular action
been taken in Queensland? The Premier
should read his policy speech very care-
fully because he mentioned that legislation
existed which would enable certain things
to be donz. That is a very cagey way of
saying, “It is on the Statute book, but I
am not certain whether or not it has been
done.” I suggest the Premier should check
it very carefully,

Mr. J. T, Tonkin: It has already been
checked.

Mr., O’NEIL: We will hear about it later
when a similar Bill to this comes before
us again.

One must remember that there are a
number of instrumentalities, institutions,
Governments, and local governments com-
peting for the available loan funds in this
country. The building societies are not the
least of these. The mean rate to the in-
vestor is not set by a Statute of this Par-
liament or any other Parliamsnt; it
is set by the Federal authorities who
control the fiscal management of the
country. It is basically the rate that is de-
termined from time to time as the long-
term hond rate, If the Commonwealth
Government decldes it will give pecple 7
per cent, for the money they invest in
bonds, that is the mean with which every
other borrower must compete. One there-
fore finds that people who borrow money
for the conduct of their businesses use
that bond rate as the mean.

Building societies in this State have set
a similar figure, which may be } per cent.
or % per cent. above it. That is what build-
ing societies must pay for the money they
lend to home purchasers, If their borrow-
ing rate is regulated at 6 per cent., they
will not get any money. It is as simple as
that. The difference between the rate at
which they borrow money and the rate at
which they lend it to the home purchaser
is something between 1} per cent. and 1}
per cent. in this State. Out of this come
the management fees of the scciety, pay-
ment of staff, maintenance of records, and
the like. No dividends are paid to directors
of building societies. Building societies are
co-operatives. I think the maximum
amount that any chairman of directors
of a building soclety receives is about
$1,500 a year, and the three or four dir-
ectors might recelve $500 or $200. If any
profits are made in the operations of build-
ing societies, they either go back to invest-
ors by way of payments on their invest-
ments or they go back to the consumers of
the money: namely, the home purchasers.

The previous Government set about en-
deavouring to increase the funds available
for the purchase of homes. The easiest
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and best way to do it was actively to en-
courage a building society movement in
this State. This was done through the pol-
icies of the Government, through the
registrar, and through an advisory commit-
tee comprising representatives of all sec-
tors, including officers of the Treasury. A
system was established under which we
could obtain greater sums of money from
the public and from other sources for in-
vestment in housing, which is probahbly one
of the most important investments a State
can make for the welfare of its people.

It is rather surprising that in 1958-59
the amount advanced by building societies
was $3,500,000, In 1969-70 the amount ad-
vanced was $93,000,000, which I suggest is
a fairly substantial increase. The total
amount that had been advanced for home
purchase over that period was $239,000,000,
To use a colloguialism, “That ain’t hay.”
That, is money.

If one compares the situation that exists
in this State in respect of the savings in
building socleties with the situation that
exists in other States, one can see the fal-
lacy in having an investment rate to bhor-
rowers as low as that applying in New
South Wales. At the time I am speaking of,
which is 1969-70, just prior to the election,
the savings in building societies per head
of population in this State were $226.70,
compared with $129.10 in New South Wales
and $30.30 in Victoria, So muech for the
% per cent. below the interest rate in this
State.

8o it is quite evident that the policies
pursued by the building society movement
under the direction of the Government
and the advisory committee certainly made
much more money available for housing in
this State. It is also significant that 76
per cent. of the houses being purchased in
Western Australia are financed with funds
made available by building socleties. This
compares with s fisure of somewhere be-
tween 45 and 50 per cent. in New South
Wales and 20 per c¢ent. in Victoria.

The building society movement, as it is
called, operates in two areas; namely, the
permanent society section and the termin-
ating society section. However, let me
remind members that both sections are
essentially co-operatives. No dividends are
paid to directors or sharcholders other
than the investors.

5 l\g.r Bickerton: What do they run them
or?

Mr. O'NEIL: Because they are a means
of channelling more money into home
building which is more effective than the
method of investing money in savings
banks. Apart from the amount required
by Statute to maintain liquid reserves, all
the money in bullding societles may be
loaned for housing. I think 70 per cent.
of the money invested in savings banks
is directed towards speclal borrowings,
Government loans, and the like and the
remaining 30 per cent. of investors’ savings

may be used for home bullding purposes.
I would hazard a guess—it is most difficult
to obtain the actual figure—that some-
thing less than 25 per cent. of the money
on deposit in savings banks accounts is,
1:111 fact, directed into iIndividual home pur-
chases.

Mr. Bickerton: You wouldn't think any-
one would bother to go Into it If they did
not get anything out of it.

Mr. O'NEIL: I think the honourable
member does not understand the meaning
of a co-operative. If he is a soclalist he
ought to understand it.

Mr. Bickerton: They are co-operative all
right! Who decides where the funds are
to be invested?

Mr. O'NEIL: The funds are invested in
bricks and mortar—in houses.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: All of them?

Mr, O'NEIL: There is provistion In the
Building Societies Act that by a special
resotution of directors funds may be made
available for another purpose, but the
amount is limited. I think if the Premier
looks at the amendments made to the Act
in 1950 and the regulations pertaining
thereto he will fin@ that there Is control
over the areas in which these moneys may
be invested. I will not say there is control
over all the moneys because I know in-
vestments are made in other directions,
but the bulk of building societies’ funds
goes into housing. Certainly a much higher
percentage of building society funds is
directed towards building than is the case
with savings bank deposits.

Mr. Court. There has to be provision for
transitory deposits,

Mr. O'NEIL: Yes. Building socleties are
required by Statute to maintain not less
than 74 per cent. of their invested funds
as liguid assets. From a report I read in
the weekend Press, I think the average is
in excess of 15 per cent. I noticed—I
think it was in this morning’s paper—that
there is now a fairly free availability of
funds for housing through the bullding
society movement.

To prove the importance and the accept-
ance of home finance from the building
society movement, one has only to look st
the Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment. I am not too sure whether such an
agreement exists at the moment because I
understand that the Iast agreement ex-
pired at the end of the last financial year.
However, under that agreement all States
which are allocated funds under the works
and housing programme are required to
allocate not less than 30 per cent. of those
funds to the building soclety movement.
Therefore, let us take great care when we
commence to interfere with a legitimate,
recognised co-operative institution whose
sole alm is to make money available to
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people who wish to buy homes. The move-
ment has no other ajims, and there is no
individual profit-making within it. I sup-
port the Bill

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [9.15
p.m.): Mr. Speaker, I would llke to join
with other members who have this evening
offered their congratulations to you on
achieving the exalted position of Speaker
of the House. I wish you well and trust
that you will carry out your duties as
capably as your predecessors. I would also
like to take the opportunity to congratulate
the new members and wish them well, and
also to congratulate the Premier and the
new Ministers.

In looking at the front bench of the
Government, one recollects that the A.L.P.
is supposed to represent a cross section of
the community. I notice that there are four
school teachers and two solicitors on the
front bench opposite. However, I wonder
where are the farmers, carpenters, ete., and
why none are on the front bench.

Mr. Graham: How many farmers were
on tltlg front bench of the previous Govern-
ment?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Many more than there
are at present.

Mr. Graham: Would you like to name
one or two?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The former Minister
for Agriculture was a farmer.

Mr, Graham: Was!

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister for Edu-
cation was a farmer, and the Premier at
that time was also a farmer. I know the
Minister’s memory is short, but if he casts
};'1;1 iba.ck to last session he will remember

s.

Mr. Graham: Get out!
farm was a sideline.

Mr. O’'CONNOR: I know this is a touchy
subject because the Deputy Premier is
conscious of the fact that the members
who have been elected to the front bench
do not represent a cross section of the
community, and there are some notable
absentees. Here we have & party which is
supposed to look after the people who are
down the ladder a little—the Aborigines
and 50 on. Yet one member opposite has
spent a great deal of time with the Aborig-
ines, and has done excellent work on their
behalf. I refer to the member for Maylands,
who has worked hard for the Aborigines.
Where is he now? He is not on the front
bench. There are four teachers on the front
bench, but the member for Maylands is
not there although he has done more for
the Aborigines than anyone else opposite.

Mr. T. D. Evans: That is an unfair state-
ment.
Several members interjected.

Mr, Davies; We will give you a vote next
time you are elected to Cabinet. You do
what the boss tells you.

The Premier's

Mr. O’CONNOR,.: The Minister will have
a chance to speak directly if he wishes.

The SPEAKER: Order! If only one
member speaks at a time we will get
through much quicker.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. Consider the member for Collie. Prob-
ably he is the only member of this House
on the Government side with tremendous
experience in the field of mining,

Mr. Brady: You will get on.

Mr. Q'CONNOR: He is the member who
in this House carried the case for the
miners and who worked very hard and
capably for them in many ways. He has
worked as hard as he possibly could but
he is left on the back bench. We can go
further and consider the north-west. Who
is the logiecal member to represent the
north-west in the Cabinet? It is the mem-
bher for Pilbara, of course.

Mr. Bickerton: You must have strength
from the back bench.

Mr. O'CONNOCR: I am glad I have the
honourable member’'s support. However,
what happened to the member for Piibara?
Did he get thrown out on the casting vote
of the Premier? Maybe the Premier could
tell us. Members who have the experience
which members on the front bench do not
possess have been left out. It is a pity to see
so many teachers and solicitfors when a
fair cross section of members is not repre-
sented.

Mr. May: You had a wonderful experi-
ence with the railways.

Mr. O°CONNOR: Yes, 1 had some prob-
lems and the Minister was one of them.

Mr. May: I agree.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I would like to pay a
complitment to my leader. He was the
Premier of this State for a record 12 years
and he led it through an unprecedented
era of expansion. I believe he will go down
as one of the great leaders of this State.

Mr. Graham: He has gone down, anyway.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister will be
the next.

Mr. Graham: You arg so wrong.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Of course, the Minister
who is interjecting has said before each
election over the last 12 years that the
Government would be defeated. Even-
tually he had to be right. I think if I
say the same thing but over a shorter
period I will be right also.

Mr. Graham: It is like East Perth
winning the premiership.

Mr. O’'CONNOR: They have been second
on S0 rany occasions.

Mr. Graham: So has the Labor Party.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I would now like to
make some comments about the present
Premier. While of course our leader has
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gone down as one of the greatest leaders
of this State, I think the present Premler
can be classed as one of the great “mis-
leaders” of this State. I say this because
if we have a look at some of his pre-
election promises and post-election state-
ments we wonder where they come from.
When we have members of his own party
indicating that the Premier must have two
policy speeches; one that he published and
one he hid, I can almost believe it is the
truth,

Prior to the election the Premier played
with words on a number of occasions.
When he offered free books and materials
to pupils moest of the people of Western
Australia thought he was referring to all
school children, but in fact he referred
only to primary school children. I believe
that this statement, in itself, misled the
people and it should have heen clearly
stated that he was referring only to pri-
mary school children.

Mr. Tonkin: I did not say all children.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Since the tea break I
have had a look at the statement made by
the Premier on the 15th December, and
if the Premier has had a lecok at it he
would have seen that what I am saying is
true. I would have thought the Premier
of a State would have noticed a statement
such as that because most people belleved
that this statement referred to all school
childrcn and not just primary school
children.

Mr. Graham: You would know what
most people think?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Unlike the Minister I
have the feeling for what most people
think.

Mr. Graham: You know what most
people in Western Australla think, do you?

Mr. O'CONNOR: On the 15th December,
the then Premier, Sir David Brand, said—
The impact on the State’s Budget
of all the Increased wages would be
about $12,000,000 in 1970-71 and
probably total more than $20,000,000

in a full year.

It amazes me how so many members of
the present Government missed that
article because it was followed by a state-
ment made by the Secretary of the TL.C.,
Mr. Coleman.

Mr. Davies: Did he forecast it at that
stage?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes, he did. I have a
copy of the article, if the Minister wishes
to see it.

Mr. Davies: He did not forecast the defi-
glt; he merely stated what the cost would
e,

Mr. O'CONNOR: On the l4th December
the then Leader of the Opposition, the
present Premler, stated that he thought
his promises would cost more than those

made by Sir David Brand. He is the only
one who thought that, hecause everyone
else knew they would cost more; something
like $£9,500,000 instead of $2,500,000.

Mr. Nalder: He forgot about that
$15,000,000 I just told him ahout.

Mr, O'CONNOR: In the same issue of
The West Australian, dated the 13th
February, 1971, the present Premier
stated—

I am confident that without any
increase in taxes I shall comfortably
meet all the promises I have made.

I wonder how bad things would be for him
to meet them uncomfortably. When we
realise that the Premier indicated that he
would do this without any tax increases we
wonder what he was thinking gbout or how
responsible he was. Already we have had
considerable increases in hospital charges
and increases in water rates,

Sir David Brand: Fifty per cent.
Mr, Graham: He reduced water rates.

Mr, O'CONNOR: That may have occur-
red in your electorate. On the 15th Feb-
ruary—

Mr. Graham: He reduced the rates.
Mr. O'Neil: But the bill went up.

Mr. O'CONNOR: This again is one of
those misleading statements I have referred
ta, but we have become used to them now.
Instead of straightforward statements
being made we feel that things are being
hidden under the cover.

Mr. Graham: Nothing hidden!

Mr. O'CONNOR: In The West Austra-
lian of the 15th February, 1971, the
present Premier refuted any suggestion
that he could not finance any of his election
promises. This statement was made three
days before the election. T wonder why he
made it? On the 11th March, 1971, he had
some second thoughts, because the election
was over and he was reported as having
admitted that it would be difficult to meet
his election promises.

Mr. Graham: That is because of that
Treasury report of the 18th February which
the then Premier did not disclose.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Again we have some-
one indicating that this is so, because on
the 15th December the financial position
of the State was quite clearly known. At
that time the position should have been
well and truly known.

One also wonders what the posi-
tion was in regard to the United
Farmers and Graziers Assoclation. In The
West Australian of the 3rd May, 1971,
the United Farmers and Grazlers Associa-
tion disputed the claim by the Premier,
Mr. J. T. Tonkin, that there was no bargain
between the U F.G.A. and the A.L.P. before
the last State election. The organisation
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went on to say that there was an arrange-
ment. It stated the arrangement was made
olrlx the 13th August. In addition it said
this—

It was agreed that Iin return for
TU.F.G.A. second preferences the Labor
Government would:

Immediately stop proceedings hy
banks, hire-purchase companies, stock
firms and mortgagees and re-enact
the Mortgagees Rights Restriction Act.

Agree to marketing authorities for
all rural produce immediately,

QOust corporation farms from rural
industry.
Appoint a prices commissioner.

They also made various other statements.

Mr. Nalder: Do vou know whether they
have withdrawn their subscription to the
Labor Party, or not?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think the Labor Party
started them off. If we made an investiga-
tion into who started UF.G.A. we would
get a surprise. I wonder if Mr. Latter
was the one who started it. Perhaps the
Premier could tell us, and I may ask him
that gquestion later on.

Mr, Fletcher: The UF.G.A, is unhappy
with your Government.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Because some of its
members were ALP. members.

Sir David Brand: They are unhappy now.

Mr. O’'CONNOR: The only water that is
coming now is that coming from the tears
of the farmers under the present Govern-
ment. The UF.G.A. went on to say that
it had asked Mr. Tonkin whether he would
look on the U.F.G.A. as an ally and see that
marketing authorities included U.P.G.A.
personnel, and Mr, Tonkin stated that he
saw no problem. Of course he would not,
because he could see a few exira votes.
However, what does that matter now? We
can dispute that later on. I was not there
when the statements were made and the
Premier has now refuted them, but five
men were there and they made the arrange-
ments with the then Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

I know the Governhment has a mandate
to ahbolish the road maintenance tax. I
think this is most unfortunate.

Mr. Tonkin: Unfortunate for whom?

Mr. O'CONNOR: If the Premier will let
me explain I will tell him, because I am
aware that he does not know. It is most
unfortunate for the people because it will
mean they will lose several millions of
dollars that were being used on roads in
this State. It appears fairly obvious to me
that private motorists in this State will
eventually suffer as a result of the aboli-
tion of this tax that was imposed on heavy
haulage contractors, especially when the
High Court stated that it was these people,

when compared to other road users, who
caused disproportionate deamage to the
roads.

During the last session I asked the pres-
ent Premier whether he intended to im-
plement a tax on motor vehicles in this
State if the road maintenance tax was
abolished. He did not answer, so I must
presume that this is what he intends to
do, and I take it that we will find out this
year. He has a mandate to abolish the
road maintenance tax, but he does not have
8 mandate to implement a further tax on
the motoring public of this State to re-
place it.

Mr. Graham: Who sald he was going to
do it?

Mr. O'CONNOR: He did not say he was
not going to, and I have asked him several
times.

Will the Deputy Premier tell me now
that the Premier is not going to introduce
a tax on private motorists to replace the
road maintenance tax? The Deputy Prem-
ier says he is not. If he wants to speak up,
come on! We are listening. The silence
grows, Mr. Speaker.

_ Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Do you know that
jumping to conclusions is a most fallacious
form of reasoning?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I know that, but when
we have a secretive Government, as we
have now, that will not answer gquestions,
what do we do?

Mr. Graham: What is the price of ¢il fuel
to the State Electricity Commission? The
gecretive Government! You are a funny

oy.

Mr., O'CONNOR.: If we have not got a
secretive QGovernment, I will ask the
Premier, through you, Mr. Speaker: Is it
the Premier’s intention fo tax the private
motorist in this State following the aboli-
tion of the road maintenance tax? Hear
the silence! Thank you, Mr, Speaker, I
knew this would be the reaction.

Mr, Graham: You will find out when
the Bill is introduced.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Mr. Speaker, will you
have a look at this? I think it is a little
disappointing to see the Government has
split the portfolios of railways and
transport. We had two forms of transport
under the Minister for Transport in this
State; and it is noticeable, too, that the
South Australian Government sent mem-
bers over to this State to investigate it and
to get a picture of having one authorising
body for transport, with the idea of imple-
menting such a system in South Australia.
Whilst we are proceeding in this direction
here, it is & pity to see it split up to the
degree it is at this particular stage.

When we have a look at all the state-
ments that have been made, we wonder
where this Government is headed. What
is going to happen?-—-the abolition of road



[Tuesday, 20 July, 1971] 69

maintenance tax; the split-up of the trans-
port departments; the refund of the
receipts duty tax by the Premier; the
promises made to the United Farmers and
Graziers Association; the statements in
connection with fluoride that have been
made and refuted, and the comments made
regarding free books to students. I just
wonder how far the Government will go.

When we listened to the comments of
the Minister for Agriculture tonight, he
said Cabinet had considered an early sit-
ting of Parliament because of the rural
position. The fact that it did not go
any further in that matter, I presume,
indicates its views on it: that it was not
sufficiently concerned to proceed with an
early sitting of Parliament.

Mr. H D, Evans: It could make
arrangements for rural reconstruction in
some other way.

Mr. OQ'CONNOR: When we have a party
that has pushed for two sessions of Parlia-
ment and as soon as it gets in has only one,
where are we going?

Mr, T. D. Evans: That is an unfair and
untrue statement to say we excluded one
this year. You know it was nol planned
to hold two sessions in an election year.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Did not your Govern-
ment, whilst in Opposition, state at one
time or other it would have a second ses-
sion of Parliament? It most certainly did.
Anyvhow, I hope that the tide turns for the
better and that in future we will know
what the Government is doing. I hope it
advises the Opposition and the people of
this State what it is doing and that it will
move in a better direction than it has up to
this stage.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [9.34
p.m.1: Pirst of all, might I {ake this op-
portunity of congratulating you, Sitr, on
your appointment to the oifice of Speaker.
Some years ago, when I was the member
for Middle Swan you, &t that time were
the chairman of the Bayswater Road Board
and it never ceased to astonish me—and I
was always very grateful for this—that in
the many dealings I, as a Liberal, had
with your board, you went out of your way
to be impartial in the extreme. In these
circumstances I am quite certain that you
are going to exercise the same impartiality
in the present office that you occupy. For
this reason I am pleased indeed to see that
you have been thus appointed.

Tonlght I want to get away from the
subjects that have been discussed up until
now and draw the attention of the Premier
to the plight of the Aborigines in central
Western Australia, particularly in the War-
burton area. I do that because I believe the
situation there is extremely serlous as far
as Aborigines are concerned; and, in view
of the fact that tonight we are talking in
terms of granting supply to the extent of
$211,000,000, I think it is an appropriate
time to suggest to the Treasurer that he

give very serious thought indeed to allocat-
ing a fairly large portion of this sum to-
wards the alleviation of the plight of the
Aborigines to which I refer.

The Treasurer might recall that about
1956, which is 19 years ago, I had the
opportunity here of moving for a Select
Committee to inquire into the conditions
which obtained in that central desert area.
The House agreed to the appointment of
& Select Committee. One was appointed.
Subsequently a rather exhaustive study was
made of the Aborigines in the Laverton,
Leonora, and the Warburion area, and
nfterwards the Select Committee came up
with a report. I am certainly not going to
refer to it tonight, because we have not got
the time, but it was a fairly scathing
indictment of the situation which did exist.

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I
would just like to read the conclusion we
came to becasuse it was & very brief one.
It was to this effect—

The Committee has arrived at the
conclusion that the plight of the
ahorigines in the Warbuton-Laverton
area is deplorable to the extreme, The
natives lack even the most basic neces-
sities of life, Malnutrition and blind-
ness and disease, abortion and infan-
ticide and burns and other injuries
are commonplace. Game is extremely
scarce on the reserve, water supplies
for drinking precarious, and adequaie
medical attention far beyond the re-
sources of the Warburton Mission.
Employment opportunities for mission
educated children are hopelessly in-
sufficient and in the circumstances
eduecation only serves to leave them
more poorly fitted for fending for
themselves when thrown back on their
own resources at the completion of
that education. Immediate food and
medical aid are urgently necessary for
these people and permanent provision
for them a pressing obligation on the
State.

That was the conclusion arrived at by the
Select Committee to which I am re-
ferring. It was composed, of course, of
members of all parties. Mr. Bovell, who
has since left, was one member of the com-
mittee, and the present member for Kar-
rinyup was a member. We also had a
Mr. Jack Rhatigan and Mr. Ted Oldfield.
Notwithstanding the fact that 15 years
have elapsed since the attention of this
Parliament was foreibly drawn to that
situation, we find that there has been no
improvement in the ares, and if anything
the situation is possibly worse.

Now this is an extraordinary situation
Indeed, and I hase the statement on the
report of another group which recently
visited the Warburton Range area. This
group was composed of Pastor Doug Nich-
olls, an Aboriginal, and a leading Mel-
bourne doctor, Dr Henrichsen. I under-
stand that he lectures at the university
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in Melbourne and that he is a doctor of
considerable repute. He took time off to
leave his practice in Melbourne and come
over here with Pastor Doug Nicholls and
go out there for the first three weeks of
April of this year to ind out what the sit-
uation was. Shortly after the Select Com-
mittee had heen there, Pastor Doug Nich-
olls went out himself with others and had
8 look at the position which cbtained; so
he wanted to go hack 15 years later and see
what had happened.

The report that they have issued indi-
cates quite clearly, as I mentioned earlier,
that the situation is as bad now as it was
then. For instance, at the Warburton Mis-
sion, where the population is about 580,
the members of this latest committee
pointed out that the hospital facilities
there are composed of a small tin shed
with one bed, and they make the state-
ment that there is no maternity service

for the 580 natives. They say the women

go into the bushes, away from camp, to
have their babies. Under these conditions
the infant mortality rate is extremely
high. They were unable to obtain figures.
S0 members can see there is a mission
where there are 580 Aborigines. They have
a small tin shed with one bed and, here
and now, when a woman wants to have a
baby, she goes into the bush and has the
baby there. That is the situation which
prevails at the present time. If is a situa-
tion which has prevailed for the last 15
{ggrs, since attention was drawn to it in
6.

On the question of sanitation the com-
mittee pointed out that toilet blocks were
available, but if the entire population of
580 decided to use these toilet blocks they
would be totally inadequate. In connection
with health the report points out that
there is a high proportion of chest and
respiratory tract infection and disease.
The committee saw a number of children
with discharging ears and the sisters in-
dicated that gastro-intestinal infeetions
wereg 8 problem.

In respect of nutrition the report st,a.tes
that many of the families depend on
monthly social service payments, pensions,
and child endowment. It states that they
use this money to buy food at the mission
but that they lack any understanding of
the nutritional value of food. 'They will
spend the whole cheque in one day and
for a couple of days they are overfed on
food of little value and, as a result, for
the rest of the month they starve.

So we have a situation where social serv-
ice cheques are being paid to the natives
who promptly go to the mission store and
spend the lot in two days. For the rest of
the month they only just survive. The re-
port states—

The sisters were adamant that, al-
though there did not appear to be
starvation at the moment, during the
suminer months, when the school area

was closed, there was a real fear of
children dying of starvation. On their
own initiative, and out of their own
salaries, they gave food to some starv-
ing natives.

On the question of housing the report
states, "Housing as we know it, was non-
existent, apart from housing for the Mis-
sion stafi; and in connection with em-
ployment the report points out, At the
moment there is no employment oppor-
tunity in the Warburton Area."

That is the situation obtaining at the
Warburton Mission, notwithstanding that
we had a Select Committee in 1956 to in-
quire into the position and also notwith-
standing the fact that attention was drawn
to the position that obtained in such for-
cible terms and to such an extent that
the report aroused a controversy through-
out Australia. All sorts of pegple came
forward at that time, however, and they
decried the report of the Select Committee.

It was said that the situation was not
nearly as bad as it had been portrayed,
yvet we find that that situation still obtains
even though all these years have elapsed.
The party that went ocut recently—the one
composed of Pastor Doug Nicholls and Dr.
Henrichsen—went further to Wingelina
and found the situation there to be even
worse. Wingelina, of course, is near the
Western Australian and South Australian
border where nickel mining was carried
out. International Nickel opened up the
ared and explored for nickel. It has since
left the area, The party in guestion inves-
tigated the position and in respect of
Wingelina it points out that no medical
facilities whatscever were available, In
respect of eye diseases the party reports
that—

80 per cent. of the people we saw
had infective eye disease, probably
trachoma. In some of the children,
the condition was so severe that, un-
less they are treated reasonably soon,
blindness may rtesult,

The report adds—

Many of the children had discharg-
ing ears. Many suffered signs of
scurvy, as indicated by bleeding of the
gums on contact.

That is the situation at Wingelina where
the population is approximately 100. In
respect of nutrition at Wingelina the
report states—

This was extremely poor in some
cases, almost to the polnt of starva-
tion. There appears to be little game
in the area. I understand the natives
largely depend on food from a mining
venture nearby. Some seven of the
men were employed by Wingelina
Nickel and their wages provided most
of the food purchased through the
mining firm,
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The report further points out that
sanitation and maternity facilities were
non-existent. That is the situation which
exists in the central desert area at the
moment, and it is not much better on the
eastern goldfields.

There is no employment whatever at
the Warburton Mission. We have 580 people
in the Warburton Mission area sitting
around receiving pensions and doing
nothing at all for the handouts they re-
ceive. There is no attempt by the mis-
sionaries to ensure that they get nutri-
tional food, nor is any attempt made to
help them eke gut the food they do receive.
When they are paid their cheques they
generally spend the amount within a
couple of days.

The report stated that the incidence
of trachoma was 80 per cent. at the
Warburton Mission and the same applies
jin the eastern goldfields. At the
Warburton Mission there was also a
high incidence of syphilis and other ven-
ereal diseases and it was very difficult to
determine whether or not the natives suf-
fered from this disease, because of the
incidence of a similar disease called yaws.
The symptoms are very much slike and ap-
parently impossible to diagnose for certain
without a blood culture. The matron,
however, was not qualified to take such a
culture. So syphilis and other venereal
diseases were rife in 1956 and the situa-
tion is much the same today.

On a recent tour of the eastern goldfields
I was told by most reliable individuals at
Laverton that the incidence of venereal
disetiase amoengst the natives was 50 per
cent,

Mr. Harirey: How did they find out?

Mr. GRAYDEN: They are responsible
types of people and I checked the in-
formation. If the incidence of veneresal
disease is anywhere near 50 per cent. it
is & shocking state of affairs. It must be
appreciated that in the Laverton, Leonora,
and Wiluna areas there might be only
1,000 natives and, if venereal disease is
rife to the extent I have mentioned, those
who require treatment can all surely he
rounded up with a view to giving them
the necessary treatment to arrest the
disease,

Mr. Davies:
they got?

Mr. GRAYDEN: There are two nursing
sisters at the Warburton Mission who, I
helieve, are extremely capable, but they
cannot give the medical attention required.
I am not critieising the mission in any
way at all, nor am I criticising the sisters,
The party which went out and investi-
gated the position spoke highly of the
work donhe by the sisters, and they men-
tioned that, when he was available, the
doctor flew to the Warburton Mission
from EKalgoorlie.

What medical staff have

I am criticlsing the fact that the in-
cidence of disease is so high in this area
and also that no attempt is being made to
provide some sort of employment for these
people. They are simply allowed to sit
around and receive handouts.

The other day & member in another place
mentioned that the nomadic type of
native to whom we are referring could
well be accommodated in a kibbutz-type of
community settlement. I cannot agree
more. It is something I have suggested in
the past, because during the war I was
stationed in Palestine and I took the oppor-
tunity to visit the community settlements
there. I was tremendously impressed with
the set-up. It would be an ideal solution
and would help accommodate the natives
in the outer areas of Australia.

These community settlements are com-
pletely self-contained. They provide em-
ployment, housing, medical attention, edu-
cation for the children, and all sort of
social and cultural amenities. If one were
established at Warburton Mission it would
certainly be a stepping stone to teaching
those people how to become integrated into
our society.

I hope the Government will look very
closely at the suggestion made by a mem-
ber in another place and give considera-
tion to establishing a community settle-
ment at the Warburton Range, because
it would he extremely valuable there, If
that were done it would be an ideal way
to integrate these pegple into our society,
Once they have lived in a community
settlement for some time they will have
less difficulty in being assimilated into the
way of life in other parts of Australia.

T do not want to delay the House any
longer. I simply want to emphasise to the
Government the plight of Aborigines living
in this area. In spending some of the
money which will be made available by the
Bill before us, I hope the Government will
give serious consideration to the plight of
the Aborigines in the areas to which I
have referred.

MR. T. D, EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Treasurer) [9.52 pm.): To you, Mr.
Speaker, I accord with a great deal of good-
will my acknowledgement of your assump-
tion of your high office of dignity and
imporfance. With other members I extend
to those who have been recipients of good
wishes my eongratulation also, for the
various reasons stated by the other
speakers.

This evening, as is the wont of the
Leader of the Opposition, he opened the
debate on the Supply Bill after the second
reading had been introduced. He spoke,
first of all, about the separation of those
subjects rightly called tertiary education
subjects from those falling properly within
the jurisdiction of the Education Act.
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The Leader of the Opposition went on
to say, "I do not aver that the Treasurer
will be incapable of administering the
various tertiary education subjects.” A few
weeks before that he said something a
little more complimentary, because it was
with some humility and a great deal of
modesty that I read in the political notes
of The West Australian of the 1st July the
following reference to me—

The State Treasurer, Mr. Evans, a
minister with a sound academic back-
ground and well qualified to speak on
educational matters acknowledged
this, . .

If that be so, I can safely say that the
separation of those twa functions of edu-
cation has been a safe and a desirable one.

The Leader of the Opposition became
quite concerned, becanse it has been alleged
—s0 he said—certain unnamed Ministers
of this Government had made the state-
ment that on assumption of office we came
into a depleted Treasury. The Leader of the
Opposition went on at great pains to aver,
to affirm, and to state quite categorically
that the Treasury was, in fact, quite
healthy when the change of Government
was effected.

Mr. Court: In Western Australia.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Whilst the Leader
of the Opposition was speaking I invited
him to indicate the dates to which he
had made reference, without definition,
when he, prior to the election, had in fact
spelt out in loud and clear letters of warn-
ing to the electorate as a whole that the
State was bordering on an economie erisis.

I was told to refer to The West Aus-
tralian of the 15th December and the 10th
February. This I did, but it appears that
1 searched in vain because in neither of
those references did I find a clear state-
ment that in this, or in the remaining part
of the 1970-71 financial year, the State was
facing a filnancial crisis.

It i5 true the Leader of the Opposition
spoke about the effect of the 6 per cent.
national wage decision, but at ng time
and in no part of this article did he refer
to the fact that the consequences there-
after would likely be a deficit or any part
of a deficit.

Mr. O'Connor: Did he say it would bring
shout a cost of 320,000,000 in a full year?

Mr. T. D, EVANS: Yes, but he did not
indicate any deficit.

Mr. O'Connor: You cannot work out
figures very well.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Having listened to
the debate this evening I find myself in
the happy vposition of being able to agree
for the flrst time in many months with
an editorial which appeared in The West
Australian of the 16th July, under the

heading of "Labor’s test.” I am quite con-
vinced, having heard and having participa-
ted in this debate, of the truth and the
wisdom of the words I am about to quote
from that editorial—

The Government’s main troubles are
extra-parliamentary, Its assumption
of office has coincided with a sharp
deterioration in the State's finances
. . . There were clear sighs before the
February election of financial strain.

Sir David Brand: That should have been
clear to everyone, not only to the leader
writer.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Thaf the Leader of
the Opposition was well aware of this is
undisputed, because by letter to the former
Prime Minister in February, 1971, the
Leader of the Opposition as the then Pre-
mier of the State said—

Mr. Prime Minister

Like all other States we are faced
this year with substantial additional
wage costs for which no provision was
made in our Budget. . .

However, I am sure that no Treas-
urer could have anticipated the huge
salary and wage rises which have taken
place in the last six months.

I could go on quoting, but I will not do so.
However, I do intend to refer to a minute
from the Under-Treasurer which I re-
ceived the day after I was sworn into
office, It is dated the 3rd March, 1971,
and reads as follows:—

State Finances

Attached is a minute which I ad-
dressed to the former Treasurer on 19
February. I am not aware of any
action taken on that minute, . .

To date, there has been no action
in this State to prune expenditure or
to increase taxes and charges.

If anything, Western Australia is in
a worse financial situation than any
other State.

Let us have a look at the minute addressed
by the TUnder-Treasurer to the former
Treasurer,

My, Court: What date was the 19th Feb-
ruary? Was it not the very eve of the
election?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: He sald—

The current budgetary
gives rise to concern.

In paragraph 8 of this minute he said—
Consequently, the deflcit now ex-
pected for 1970/71 is in the order of
210 million which is due entirely to
wage increases in excess of the pro-
visions in the Budget.
This was the advice which the Under-

Treasurer gave to the Treasurer at that
time: the situation confronting the State

situation
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was due entirely to wage increases in excess
of provisions that had been put aside in
the Budget.

Mr. Court: That is what we are telling
you.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Yet the Leader of the
Opposition was trying to say that this was
due to extravagant promises made by the
previous Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Court: When you get to vour office
call for the Premier's Press release of the
10th February.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I have it right here.

Mr. Court: Not the newspaper report; the
Press release of the 10th February. You
will find all the information there that
you want.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The Premier of the
day—the present Leader of the Opposition
—claimed that not only was he aware, but
that he had taken every reasonable step
to make the electors aware of the serious
economic plight of the State at the time.
But did this prevent him, or dissuade him,
or discourage him from makineg promises
which would, if implemented, cost
$2,500,000? Not at all!

The Deputy Leader of the OQpposition
now says that I should have a loock at the
previous Premier’s Press release dated the
10th February. I am aware of the election
promises made by the present Leader of
the Opposition subsequent to the 10th
February.

Mr. O'Connor: What about the promises
of the present Premier?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: I do not wish to delay
tue House, nor to deiry the passage of this
measure. However, I feel it incumbent on
me to make some reference—even if only
small—tn esch speaker who contributed to
this debat> because I am grateful for those
contributions even if I cannot appreciate
gll the comments which have been made.

Firstly I will refer to the Leader of
the Country Party and also the member
for Narrogin, both of whom addressed
themse'ves to the question of rural recon-
struction. I am sure that after hearing
the comments of the Minister for Agri-
culture they will ggree that they heard
maore thati they expected, and a lot more
than they cared to hear.

Mr. Nalder: A lot of hysteries,

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition then joined in the debate
and he went to great pains to try to
rebuff any impression that the present
Government inherited a financial situa-
tion, which in his own words, was not good.
He went on to say that had it not been
for retrospective payments—and there had
been careful husbandry to meet the retro-

. spective payments—the State could well
have finished the financial year with a
credit balance or, at least, no deficit at

4)

all. However, it serves him no good pur-
pose if his premise is based on the con-
dition that “if something did¢ not happen,”
because what he claims might or might
nat have happened did, in fact, occur.

This particular contingency did, in fact,
cccur. So the argument of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition serves no use-
ful purpoze at 2'l, In fact, it emphasises
the point that neither the former Govern-
ment nor the former Leader of the Oppo-
sition could reasonably be expected to
believe that there was to be such a huge
escalation in weages. However, it was
within the knowledze of the former Pre-
mier—the present Leader of the Opposition
—prior to the clection, and he could have
drawn the attention of the electors to this
fact. Apparently he made a Press state-
ment on the 10th February, but subsequent
to that he made election promises which,
in his own words, could well have meant
the expenditure of $2.500,000. e said that
because of the escalation of waszes the
Government could bs facing a wage bill
of some $20,000,000. Now, is this a respon-
sible attitude?

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
improved zs he proceeded. Before he
improved. of course, there was a creat deal
of scope for such improvement, but improve
he did. He then went on to express his
thoughts, his words, and his aspirations
relating to the new Public Accounts Com-
mittee. I can assure him that his views
here are in accord with those of the Gov-
ernment, and as the Treasurer I offer all
goodwill and I will make available to the
committee every reasonable facility to en-
sure that it is able to give proper effect
to its most worth-while function.

The member for Floreat addressed him-
self to the ouestion of education and the
administration nf the Education Aect. I
am quit> sure that when the occasion offers
itsalf the Minister for Educafion will be
able to answer the queries which-' were
raised.

The member for Bast Melville spoke on
housing finance and the building
society movement. I would say to him if he
can muster some small measure of patience
his patience will be rewarded when legis-
lation which is contemplated is brought
before the Houre. I cannot assure him that
he will enjoy what he will read, but I am
sure we will hear some grateful comments
from home purchasers.

Mr. Court: Thayt is if you do not scare all
the money away.

Mr. T. D. EVANS: The member for Mt.
Lawiey commenced his speech with some
facetious remarks, and then concluded by
referring to subjects more emotional than
financial and more fanciful than realistic.

Finally, I would like to refer to the
speech of the member for South Perth
who spoke on the extreme plight of our
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Aborigines. One does not deny the sin-
cerity of the member for South Perth on
any subject, and in particular on this
subject. However, I was tempted to
jump to a conclusion., I had to bear In
mind the warning which was referred to
by, I think, the Premier in an inter-
jection to the member for East Melville,
that the reasoning of one who jumps to
a conclusion can be based on fallacy. I
was tempted to believe that the member
for South Perth was going to suggest
that the plight of the Aborigines
was something which had just come into
being overnight, However, I resisted the
temptation and my mortification was re-
warded because the member for South
Perth went on to say that some 15 years
ago he, with other members of this House,
had visited the Mt Margaret and War-
burton district. He was able to indicate
that during the 12 years of the former
Government the situation had not improved
and, in his own words, if anything the
position was now much worse.

I would like to assure the member for
South Perth that this Government has
4 great deal of faith in i{ts present Min-
ister for Health and its present Minister
for Community Welfare. I am sure that
a2 new dawn is awakening and that a
new and better deal is ensured for those
people.

I thank members who have participated
in this debate, Mr. Speaker, and I again
commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Norton) in the Chair; Mr. T. D. Evans
(Treasurer} in charge of the Bill

The CHATRMAN: Before I commence my
duties as Chairman of Committees in this
Chamber I wish to thank all members
for having elected me to this very import-
ant position. It will be my desire to main-
tain the high traditions of this office, but
I will require the co-operation and
Indulgence of members in dolng this.
Members can be assured of my indulgence
with them so far as Standing Orders will
permit me.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. T. D. Evans (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 10.14 p.m.

Lenislatine Counril

Wednesday, the 21st July, 1871

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chalr at 430 pm. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (5): ON NOTICE

1. EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY

Effect of Britain's Entry

The Hon. N. McNEILL, to the Leader
of the House:

With reference to the statement by

the Hon. Premier, reported in the

Press on the 3rd June, 1971, that

Britain's entry into the European

Eeconomic Community would not

greatly disadvantage Western Aus-

tralia, I ask—

(a) will the Government prepare
and publish a detailed and
authoritative report on the
effect on Western Australian
exports which would result
from Britain’s entry into the
European Economic Commun-
ity, and the steps the Govern-
ment is taking in order to
compensate for the possible
loss of markets, particularly
for primary produce; and

() what was the total value in
1970-71 of Western Australian
exports to Britain and Europe
which could be so affected?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:

As an interim reply to the honour-
able member’s question, the fol-
lowing statement is submitted.

A more detalled report will be pre-
pared as developments between
the United Kingdom and the Com-
monwealth become available.

Effects of UK. Eniry Into
The EEC.

It now appears unlikely that
transitional arrangements will be
made for Australian agricultural
imports into the United Kingdom
when that country enters the Euro-
pean Economic Community. An
exception is sugar.

The agricultural industries like-
1y to be most serlously affected by
UK. entry into the EE.C. are
dairying, canned frult, dried fruit,
apples and pears and the sugar
industry. Sales of soft wheats are
also likely to be reduced. Sales of
coarse grains may not be seriously
reduced below recent levels, as the
EE.C. is itself a major importer
of animal feedstuffs; however, the
opportunities for growth in exports



